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➢ 1990s - 2026

➢ FEPA Initiative - Open Class is recognised as 

an ‘experimental’ class in 2004 in Singapore

➢ Open Philately is recognised as a discipline 

at the FIP Congress 2012 in Jakarta

➢ Motion at FIP Congress 9 August 2022 to establish

a Commission for Open Philately

➢ FIP Working Group established to prepare documentation for a 

Commission and Bureau for the FIP Congress in Macau in 2026 

➢ 78
th

FIP Congress:  Open Philately becomes a fully fledged FIP class

1. Introduction 



➢ ‘These SREV and Guidelines have been drafted with 

regard to Open Philately, to help the jury to judge 

the individual exhibits and to help exhibitors 

to develop their exhibits.’

openphilately.f-i-p.ch

2. The Guidelines



➢ ‘The philatelic material must be half or more of the total material 

in the exhibit.’

➢ ‘The non-philatelic material may be up to half of the exhibit, 

but the variety of the non-philatelic material will influence 

the evaluation of Knowledge and Research.’

2. The Guidelines

Rules



➢ ‘Open Philately exhibits may include all types of non-

philatelic material, excluding dangerous or prohibited material. 

Significant non-philatelic items should be described using 

appropriate terminology. 

➢ Concise and clear texts are appreciated. Items should be 

associated with both story-line texts and material descriptions.

➢ The importance of understanding an Open Philately exhibit 

can mean that necessary texts will be included to provide

background information for the chosen subject.’

2. The Guidelines 

Principles of Exhibit Composition



Treatment 30
Title and Plan 10
Development 20

Philatelic and Non-philatelic 
Knowledge and Research 

35

Subject Knowledge and Research 15
Material Knowledge and Research 20

Condition and Rarity 
(Philatelic and Non-philatelic)

30

Condition 10
Rarity 20

Presentation 5

Total 100

2. The Guidelines 

Criteria for Evaluating and Judging Exhibits



➢ ‘Ten points are related to Title and Plan: the relationship between the title of the exhibit 

and the plan, the scope of the story, and the structure of the exhibit. 

➢ All Open Philately exhibits must contain an Introductory or Title Page, which should include:

- The title of the exhibit.

- The purpose of the exbibit (an appropriate and concise introduction to the subject being

developed).

- A plan explaining the development of the exhibit. The Plan should not include 

an extensive text, but a logical division of the subject into sections to provide 

an understanding of the contents of the exhibit for the jury and the public. 

Plans should preferably read like short summary of the story being told in the exhibit.

- An indication of how items of rarity or special interest are highlighted in the exhibit.

➢ Additionally, the title page can provide further information such as:

- An indication of personal research, if appropriate.

- A brief bibliography, e.g. main reference(s), main literature, personal publications

(if relevant).’

3. The Guidelines 

Treatment: Title & Plan







➢ ‘Twenty points are related to Development. An Open Philately exhibit may be developed 

chronologically, geographically, or in any other way that the exhibitor may feel 

appropriate for the subject treated.

➢ Headlines and possibly sub-headlines on the individual pages corresponding to the Plan

are strongly recommended to assist in the following the storyline.

➢ Understanding an Open Philately exhibit requires that concise and clear texts will be 

included to ensure the necessary links between the items and to provide appropriate 

information for the subject treated.

➢ The text should flow smoothly to describe the development of the story. Ideally, every 

item should have an associated text making it clear why it helps tell the story.’

3. The Guidelines 

Treatment: Development







➢ ‘Knowledge is documented through the choice of material 

and the use of brief but sufficient text. Research should be 

interpreted in a wider sense and generally show the 

exhibitor's thorough knowledge of the subject and the 

material.

➢ ‘A total of 35 points are given for Knowledge and Research, 

with 15 points for Subject Knowledge and Research and 20 

points for Philatelic and non-philatelic Knowledge and 

Research about the Material.’

4. The Guidelines 

Knowledge and Research















5. Condition and Rarity

Thirty points can be given for Condition and Rarity. Ten points are related to 

the Condition of Material and twenty points for the Rarity of material.

The quality of philatelic material in Open Philately can be compared with 

similar material in other classes. If the quality is not fine, explain why, e.g. a 

soldier’s letter that has been in a pocket in a trench.

Similarly with the quality of non-philatelic material.

Rarity can be very difficult to assess in Open Philately, although some 

registers may be used for e.g. postal history items.

Therefore, it is vital that the exhibitor explains why an item is rare or 

significant, and how it is indicated on the pages. This should be included on 

the Title Page, e.g.    or a thicker frame, perhaps in a brighter colour. 











6. Presentation

Presentation might only be five points, but it can colour the 

impression of the whole exhibit.

Choose the most appropriate size paper for the material, e.g. 

A3, and a light colour e.g. creme, not coloured or bleached 

white.

Choose an easily readable typography, e.g. Lucida Sans, Gill 

Sans, Arial, and never less than 12 points. Do not use too 

many different type faces, emphasise with bold or italics or a 

different colour. 

Layout can be a great challenge in Open Philately, but it also 

provides room for imagination and innovation.











Synopsis

➢ A Synopsis gives the exhibitor an opportunity to provide the

jurors with additional information that does not necessarily belong

in the actual exhibit. The content of the Synopsis is not considered

when the jurors are allocating points for the exhibit, but it is an

important part of the juror’s preparation to judge the exhibit.

➢ A Synopsis may explain how the treatment was decided, 

background information of the story, historical references, and why 

the exhibit is structured in a particular way.

➢ It is also an opportunity to indicate personal research, to reference 

rare and significant items, and to give a more expanded 

bibliography than the shorter one on the title page.

➢ A Synopsis should never be longer than two pages size A4 paper, 

and it may contain illustrations and/or tables.

➢ If an exhibit has been shown before, it is useful to indicate where 

new material has been added, and amendments/corrections have 

been made following juror feedback.



The examples shown in this Presentation 

are from the following Open Philately Exhibits:

1. Medicine – Its History and Development ... Jenny Banfield

2. Denmark: Conscience, Conflict, and Camps 1932-1949 ... Birthe King

3. Your Cuppa Tea, The History, Culture and Business of Tea ... Jari Majander

4. Coaching ways and Coaching Days in Great Britain and Ireland ... Héloise Mitchell

5. A Royal Ménage à Trois ... Iva Mouritsen

The exhibits may be seen in full on the Open Philately website: openphilately.f-i-p.ch



Thank you very much


