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The mortal child of two gods, Medusa was 
a beautiful woman with hair the envy of 
other Greek women. Her beauty attracted 
many men including the god Poseidon, 
ruler of the seas. However, as an acolyte 
of the goddess Athena, she maintained 
her purity to serve in Athena’s temple.

When asked to consummate a relation-
ship with Poseidon, she ran into the Tem-
ple of Athena. Begging for help in repel-
ling Poseidon’s attentions. She found none 
and Poseidon seduced her in the temple. 
Found afterwards, Athena became out-
raged at the defilement of her temple.

Being unable to punish Poseidon, Athena 
punished Medusa for being party to the 
transgression and cursed her. Medusa’s 
once treasured hair changed into horrid 
poisonous serpents and her gaze turned 
innocents and soldiers into stone.

Looking only at Medusa’s re-
clining figure in the mirrored 
shield’s reflection, he cut off her 
head as she slept and slipped it 
into the sacred bag.

Perseus returned, turned Polydec-
tes to stone, freed his mother and 
presented the head to Athena.

Danaë, the mother of 
Greek hero Perseus was 
desired by king Polydec-
tes. In an effort to pro-
tect her from him, Per-
seus agreed to bring him 
Medusa’s head. 

The gods of Olympus 
gave Perseus weapons to 
perform this gruesome 
task - winged shoes, a 
sacred bag, a sword, a 
cloak of invisibility and 
a mirrored shield.

Greek heroes attempted to capture Medusa for her 
actions but she fled Athens. She hid in a secret and 
concealed cave on a desolate island to prevent turn-
ing more people to stone, sadly, without success.Poseidon
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