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2010 booklet celebrating 100th anniversary of new Dutch Patent Act. The 
previous Act was suspended in 1869, and for 40 years the Netherlands was 

the only advanced economy that did not have patents for inventions 









BENNET WOODCROFT (1803-1879), LEADING FIGURE IN UK PATENT REFORM, WAS A 
PATENT AGENT BEFORE HE JOINED THE UK PATENT OFFICE IN 1852 



THIS 1850 LETTER, FROM EDWIN HEYCOCK, PAYS WOODCROFT 
£40 (2 x £20 NOTES WITH LETTER) TO PAY FOR A PATENT GRANT 





AND HERE’S THE PATENT. AS A PATENT AGENT, WOODCROFT 
SPECIALISED IN  HELPING INVENTORS GET PATENTS RELATING TO 

TEXTILE MANUFACTURING 



PATENTS FOR INVENTION CAN BE CONTROVERSIAL.  SOME ARE 
VERY MUCH IN FAVOUR…. 





James Bogardus’ 1839 patent won a £100 prize given to the best 
entries to the 1839 Treasury Competition.  The government, however, 

chose to follow Rowland Hills’ approach 



FRONT PAGE OF BOGARDUS’ PATENT, WHICH 
DOES NOT USE GUMMED STAMPS. A SEAL 
ATTACHES THE STAMP TO THE ENVELOPE 





NATIONAL PATENT OFFICES – UK 
1829 entire from H. Pooley of the Patent Office, Lincolns Inn, to Mr. 
Green, requiring payment of £21/12/11d for grant of four patents.  

“T.P. Chancery Lane” handstamp + “2” chargemark 







A WELL TRAVELLED LETTER FROM THE PATENT OFFICE 
15 December 1902 OHMS + stamp to Copenhagen, redirected to 

Essen, then to Krugers Hotel, Berlin 



1904 OHMS PATENT OFFICE LETTER 



1983 PATENT OFFICE LETTER TO FRAUDSTER ROBERT MAXWELL 
Meter mark incorrectly gives Patent Office’s address as “Southampton 

Building” – it should read “Buildings” 





A MULREADY ENVELOPE ADVERTISING 
A WEIRD PATENTED PRODUCT 




