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3.8 Worldwide interest in Tin Can Mail
Two 1937 "Markle" cartoon covers, perhaps personally produced for Walter Quensell

Two examples of Karl Lewis hand-painted covers. Each has a similar view of a
Niuafo'ou coastal village as viewed from the sea. Both are postmarked for 16th July 1936
This cover is addressed by Walter Quensell to Mr. Gibson, Chief Officer 5.5. Manganui-at-Sea.
The stamps are cancelled with a Niuafo'ou postmark for 6th September 1937
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This cover is also addressed by Walter Quensell to his son August in New Zealand. Although there is again a
TIN CAN MAIL OFFICE NIUAFO'OU TONGA circular cachet dated 6th September 1937, the stamps were
cancelled with an Auckland N.Z. Loose Letter hand stamp dated 13th September 193?
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Only one other "Markle" cover is known to the author. This was addressed by Walter Quensell to the Cruise
Manager S.S. Mauganul and is also dated 6th September 1937. Research thus far has not

Karl Lewis {1865 - 1942) was an American photographer and watercolour artist. He was & much travelled sailor
identified the author of these covers and is ongoing

but in 1901 he decided to settle in Japan, and married a Japanese woman Sasako Sadako, and learnt the
Japanese language. One of his favourite pastimes was to hand-paint envelopes In watercolour and send them fo
postage application and mailing to many foreign destinations, Such covers are much sought after and scarce
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Walter Quensell corresponded with people in all five continents and Oceania

Americas. A postcard to Canada and an incoming letter from U.S.A

Africa. Covers to Nairobi Kenya, and Northern Rhodesia - S. Africa

y An 11th August 1938 pestcard to Manitoba Canada personally written and addressed by Walter Quensell.
An 18th September 1937 cover to Nairobi, Keyna Colony, that was put into the sea off the Steamer

Maunganui on 6th September 1937,

A 15th January 1938 incoming cover from Coscob, Connecticut, U.5.A. addressed to Mr W.G. Quensell T.C.M.M
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A Registered 1940 cover to N'Kana, Northern Rhodesia put into the sea off the M.V, Matua on 25th #h'ranal bt i TlN CA
September 1940. The stamps have a Nivafo'ou postmark for April 1941, 7 months later. " i 3
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The cover arrived in N. Rhodesla on 11th July 1941

The cover arrived In Niuafo'ou on 14th March 1938
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Americas.  Covers to Jamaica, Caribbean and Lima, Peru S. America 3.8 Worldwide interest in Tin Can Mail
AL538;Coverito HeN Wey Tean:P.0., St Androw Jemaica, Lk (nite the ses Off tha BL.V; hiscen: Asia. Covers to Calcutta (redirected to Jalapahar) India, and Manila, Philippine Islands
The stamp has a Niuafo'ou postmark for 28th November 1938,

A 5th June 1935 cover to Calcutta, India, redirected to Jalapahar.
There s a 3-page |etter from Walter Quensell in which he says that he does not ofter hear from India.

There is a Half Way Tree Jamaica receiving mark on the reverse for 20th February 1939.

A 1938 cover to Lima, Peru, put into the sea off the Stearmner Maunganui on 11th August 1938,
The stamp has a Niuafo'ou postmark for 26th August 1938,
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There is a Jahalapar receiving mark on the reverse for 9th July 1935,

A 21st January 1937 cover to Manila, Philippine Islands.

There is a Lima recelving mark on the front for 6th February 1939, with another for 7th February 1939 on the reverse.
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Asia.
—
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The first page of the 3-page letter from W. G. Quensell to India ( see sheet 54)
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Worldwide interest in Tin Can Mail

Australasia.

A Registered cover to Solomons Ford, South Australia

A Bth June 1941 Registered cover to Solomons Ford, South Australia.

On the face of this cover is the viclet hand stamp DAMAGED BY SALT WATER IN TONGA
Reference 1. ML - 20 Rarity DD and believed to be the only Tin Can Mail cover bearing this cachet
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Australasia. Newspaper wrappers from Australia and New Zealand

Even incoming Newspaper wrappers found their way to Niuafo'ou via Tin Can Mail

A 1937 Pacific Islands Monthly Newspaper wrapper from Sydney, N.5.W., Australia.
The stamp has an indistinct Sydney postmark for 1937 but there is a clear green rubber hand stamp for 21-2-37

Reference 2

A 1937 Newspaper wrapper from Tirau, New Zealand with manuscript '"Newspaper only’
The stamp has a Tirau postmark for 8th March 1937

3.8 Worldwide interest in Tin Can Mail

Australasia. Covers to King Island, Tasmania, and Campbell Town Tasmania

A 16th July 1936 cover to King Island. Tasmania.

There is a Sydney transit mark on the reverse for 23rd July 1936,

An 18th September 1937 cover to Campbell Town, Tasmania put into the sea off the
$.5. Maunganul on 6th September 1937,
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Europe. A cover to Scotland
Europe. Covers to Orkney and Ireland
A fetier "was endiosad This 13th August 1934 cover to Kirkwall in the Orkney Islands off the north ;oast of Scotland was
with this cover to carried on the S. 5. City of Los Angeles second 1934 South Seas Exploration Cruise.
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Europe. A cover to Lowestoft, England w | Europe. Covers to Copenhagen, Denmark and Stockholm, Sweden

i h
A 19th October 1937 Registered cover to Lowestoft, England put into the sea off the A 11th October 1938 cover to Copenhagen, Denmark put into the sea off the
5.5. Maunganui on 6th September 1937.

S.5. Maunganul on 11th August 1938.
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On the reverse is a Charlottenlund receiving mark for the second delivery on 20th January 1939
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A Sth June 1935 cover to Stockholm, Sweden put into the sea off the 5.5. Monterey.
{see sheet 63 for the letter that was enclosed)
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The printed words at the top left of the cover is Reference 1. SM - 8 Rarity DD
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Europe.

Letter enclosed in letter to Sweden

The letter that accompanied the 5th June 1935 cover to Stockholm (see sheet 62)
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Tin Can Island the 12th February 1935

Dear Viran

I hope that everyone at home feels
good. T have written from this place
before. Did vou get that letter.

If you have got this letter it has
probably taken a long time, So maybe
the stamp will be a souvenir from this
place. I cut out a description of this
island from the ship's newspaper. 1
hope that you can read it. All letters
that are written from here have it only
in the name of the stamp (77). | hope
you understand what | mean. We go to
Pago Pago tomorrow.

Here it is warm. it was also warm in
Australia. It's summer there now. [
will write from Honolulu. Many
regards from Gunnar
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Oceania.

Covers to Ocean Island (now known as Banaba) and Guam
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This 23rd August 1938
illustrated cover to Ocean
Island is addressed to M
J.M. Ross who was a
trader in the stamps of
the Gilbert and Ellice
Islands, (Kiribati and
Tuvalu). Ocean Island
(Banaba) Island is a part
of the Republic of Kiribat

On the reverse is a clear
General Post Office Ocea
Island receiving mark foi
29th December 1938

This 13th August 1934 cover to Guam (Pacific Ocean) was carried on the 5. 5. City of Los Angeles second 1934
South Seas Exploration Cruise. On reaching Guam the cover was forwarded to the U.S. Naval Hospital at Canacac
in The Philippines, where it was re-addressed and forwarded to the U.S. Naval Hospital on Mare Island, California
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