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4.2 The eruption, its aftermath and evacuation 4.2 The eruption, it afiermath and evacuation

i The two different 1947 Finau final, and typically unaddressed Tin Can Mail Evacuation covers ]

A 1947 outgoing cover to the U.S.A. complete with original letter from Walter Quensell

After the “final® evacuation in December 1946, the inhabitants who remained as “caretakers” were finally evacuated

in October 1947, Finau Stamp Service at Nuku'alofa produced two special illustrated envelopes for this. The stamps

were pen-cancelled in ink and signed by the Purser of the Tongan Government yacht Hifofua, with the manuscript
date October 6th 1947, The ink cancellation of the stamps on both covers is Reference 1. E - 2 Rarity D

A 1947 cover to the U.5.A,, the stamps being cancelled with a Nuku'alofa postmark for 2nd February 1947
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On the front of the cover Is a gummed label reading 'Tin Can Mall Service has ended. Part of Tin Can
Island, Niuafo'ou has blewn up by volcanic eruption’ Reference 1. £ - 5 Rarity D

WaLTER GEO. QUENSHLL, On the reverse is manuscript
Nuknalofs, Tonga, note - 'ofa atu!!!’
South Seas, NUKUALOFA, meaning {my love to you'}
TONGA, Yours W.G. Quensell
OCEANIA. former Tin Can Mail Man

%’ Qd,(, iae

Ay theen ks for o letior af sone monthe biek,

§ o worry fo infaroe got that the workd faniores Tin Can Mail Ser- - P
vioe o come o ot enid, g LA The evacuation was scheduled for 6th October (the manuscript date across the stamp) but due to bad weather
I fl?/ ! 1 9th r. The | read -
Yo probably hiave bensd that o pert of the Raltond Jes beem blown ":,“, (ﬁ‘ ¥ s daliyed urit Oth Octilie e

wp by a rolorinie craption, tirend damage oocureed bty bappily, no lives

wern dost. AN the peaple wlll be faken away fram tha Tstomel s it ix noé con-
The inhabitonts number abound 1,550

Dear Friend,

*Final and complete evacuation of Niuafo'ou by the Tongan Government yacht Hifofua took place on
A letter from Walter Quensell October 9 1947", and on both covers is - Reference 1. E-9 Raritv D

; longer, ) )
didtgredarifnlo B INerd il HORaY was enclosed informing his

andt they iwill be browght to Nu feteaedafee aox woan s trasapord s be are unged. friend that the Tin Can Mail The two vertical cachets are different, reading “Landing place at Niuafo'ou prior to 1946 eruption” and "Tongan swimmers taking the mail
(0, 1eell, o et ereddesk the wmigue i O Micid Sereiee, Service had come to an-end. to a passing steamer off Niuafo'ou™ respectively, are Reference 1. E - B and E - 11 respectively both fonity O
yaurs very fraly, A copy of the letter (reduced)

Walt, Geo, (uensoll,
Jormer Tin Can Mail Man.
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The Evacuation Act No. 11 of 1947

1929 - 1946 volcanic eruptions

The 1946 Evacuation Ordinance was ratified by a Government Act passed on 17th September 1947, This confirme
the details of the evacuation of persons from one part of the Kingdem to another, Published in English and Tonge
(This is @ photocopy. Originals are not available)

In 1994, & miniature sheet was (ssued to recognise the 20th century valcanic eruptions.
All the stamps in this miniature sheet are overprinted 'SPECIMEN'.

Erecuation [CAP. 45 419 Lao ki he Frinkutubu [Vahe 45 “i
~ AHE 45 ) ERUPTION Tt CEMTLN
GRAFT. v 1929 1935 1936 1943 1946
EVACUATION FETUKUTUKU

KO E FOROTULTU'U "0 B NGAHI KUPFU

Flingoa tiimo
Minfal e tu'un'uni ke fenakirak,

1 1
2 s
L8 mwaummhm N Pole Fe'umgn b be femibunii.
& Prwers and duties of compeient sutharity. 4, Mguhi malsl s ¢ gkl fusegis ‘o e Pale Fe'ungs.
5. Tooanarer 10 sdvance money for effecting evecuation, 4, Tachi pa'nogs ke pe fabalv st ha pa'sngn ke ngane *akd b
& Limitation, b fetuhurul.
7. Penalties 6. Fahnmgniangess
¥ Tawiea

At No. 11 of 1947

Ax Aoy mo Paovioe ron vis Evacuamon or Pessom raow
O Fant or ax Kovopow 10 Anorues

[17 Sophember, 1947]

L This Act may be cited for all purposss a0 The Evacuation Shaes sils.
Ast,

2 On any occmson His Majesty in Councll may, in the Peew
interest and for the welfare of any particular body of persons *7%
residing within the Kingdom, by Order in Council order the
comphete or partial evacuaton of that body of persoos from in
normal place of residence o ainy other pari of the Kingdom.

3. Whenever His Majesry in Council shall order the complete Compesen
mplnwlmmmd’m'pbulyd'pmn h,ﬁz_"
Majesty in m"ﬁ
nnrurmprmllnb:lbtﬁuﬁptmldulhqqf,fw
Evacuation.

4 The Comperent Awthority shall bave the genoral manages Pewss
ment and control of the evacuation named In any such Order ""I"'I
in Council, snd for that purpose may— suthorivy.

(b uﬂemﬁhrﬂunnﬂhhwhmml}u

mmmm«mw

(#) requisition property, for the purposes of the evacuation,
in the district or area to be evacuated, or partially
evacuated ;

(e} npp!y any money recelved by it from the Treasurer in

defraying any of the legitimate expenses of the evacus-
ton;

() subject to the provisions of this Act do such other things
as appear to it to be necessary or expedient for furthering
the interests and well-being of the evacumied persoms
during the course of evacuation and reseitlement.

e Fiks 11 w2 1947,

Ko E Lao Ex To'vro'uw Ki Howo Ferosvrosn 'O Ha Kaxa
Mz Ha Ferre'e 'E Tana 'O E Po'asas K Ha Froo'e 'E
Tama

[17 % Sobitema, 1047.]

L ‘E ui ‘s ¢ Lao ni ki he nguhi me's kotoape ko ¢ Lag ki ha

2. 'E mafi s ‘Ear ‘Afio | ha timi pe kene tu'un'uni ‘§ be
Fakntaha Tokoni, koe'uhi ko o leld mo e tu'wmalic *s ha kakai
‘oku ol fonus *| be Pule'anga o, ‘ski ‘eoc To"utu'uni | bo
Fakataha Tokoni ke nau fetukutukn katos pe fakakonga pe, mel
e poty s nan ol sl ki he poto ‘e tahs i he Pale'anga ol

3 Ea 'l al ha taimi ‘e wots'und i ‘e be 'Enc ‘Afie § be
Pakatat Tokon ha ki ke s fetkutabs aicn pe (-
konga, pe, ‘o hange ko ¢ Kupa ua ‘o e ‘e
“Ene *Afio"| he Pakataha Tokon] ha taha pe e'ihi ke nai Pule
Fe*angm ki be Fetukutuks,

Lloqhbﬁwhmhmrk'!‘uﬁmmm'n-
*e fakahingoai mai 'l be Tu'utu'uni T'he Fakstahs Tokond, pes
koe'uhl ko s 1o ne—

utu'uni ‘s i @ e "ol totoma ke

9 hl‘.u“,‘um“'l,ﬂ'ﬂpm t.: i he fetuky-
muky ‘a la ‘e fakshingrs mal Y| ke Tu'ow'usd | be
Fakuinha Tokoni;

{#) pulkn b koloa, koe' uhi ko ¢ ferakuatak, 5 ha vahe foous
pe febtu'n foous te nas fetslontik, pe fetukutul faks-
kongn ma wi;

(¢} mgmoetaki ho pa'angs te ne ma' mei he Taubi Pa'snga.
ke huhu'i ‘aki ha pa‘nnga oa'c bu ' tu's Gkedee koe*uhi
kn o friukotuk

() Fai ki be ngahi me's ‘ol ha ‘i he Lao ni koe'uhi ko ha
agahi me's nifili ‘e in rnglﬂlgl.l] ‘e wotony ke ma'n pe
ﬁ\mph!bwme!‘mmuum -:Id:lmuumht
‘m e kakad e "ol Tl 'n o fenak:

e ko ¢ faksnofnofo fo'ou.
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5. For the purpose of effectively carrying out amy such Order CESY 5 Koe'ub ko hano fakahokn fakalclef ba Tu'uru'uni  be
in Council the Treasurer shall, on the Authority of the Com- e m‘;ﬁ ::.:M;E;J:.;::x:t:
petent Authomy ndma- maoney from Pu‘n:: Fm‘g for the Y Pa'engs ‘a o Pule'sngn ki be uta, nofosngs, taubi mo ¢ tokangs-

Aok chat 58 peciete e 1929 Blue-crowned Lory and lava flows

””mﬁd S & Ka i ai ba Tu'ur'uni pebe  he Falatsha Tekeni '« ) Y

§. Any ruch Order in Councl shall remain effctive uail it S & e oy wheu o I Jie o o o el 1935 Spotbill ducks over lava flow

; bl )
be rescinded by His Majesty in Counci — T Ka b s e e e o ke 1936 Megapodes and palm trees
.u:n Any Ly wha fails 10 carry mn::‘l;w“m&of ay e bRttt iy o 1943 White-tailed Tropic birds and inhabitants
by the G ity Ohacosaier, Walk- e (Uil o di Em*ﬁm”""'m'"ﬂ’ﬁf?fﬁﬁ 1946 Eastern Reef Heron and evacuation
mﬂmhmwlmmmﬂhmnﬁ bake "I be ta'u ‘e un pe mo'us ps'Engs mo = ngave pogils
i,

to imprisonment for a term not exceeding two years, or o
hmhud:.ﬁaelndlmpmmn:




4.2 The eruption, its aftermath and evacuation

he inhabitants were evacuated from their island homes by the MV Matua and given sanctuary

on the island of Eua, and in Nuku'alofa, the capital of Tonga on the island of Tongatapu.
(The Australian Stamp Monthly 5th July 1956)

bbb & B bbb ARk

Niuafo'ou 1985 T$1.50 stamp of the 5.5. [M.V] Matua
in a horizontal pair with Its progressive proof 1 and 2

In 1893, Tonga issued a set of four stamps to commemorate the 350th anniversary of the
discovery of Eua by Abe| Tasman in 1643. The four stamps shown are in progressive cofour pairs.

Old map of the /sland Tasman's ships Heemskirk and Zeehaan Tongan Canoes welcoming ships

PROGRESSIVE

PROGRESSIVE

Volcano—They
Blame Atom

Continuing  voleanic  and
earthquake activity indicating
the possibility of a fresh up-
heaval led to the Tonga Govern-
ment decision to evacuate all
the 1,300 inhabitants “of
Niuafoou Island in the Tonga
group of the Fijl Islands, it wag
learned to-day.

Volecanie eruptions in Niua-
foou began shortly after the
Bikini atom bomb tests, which
the islanders blamed for the
outbrealk,

Derby Daily Telegraph 12th October 1946

Tasman landing on Eua

PROGRESSIVE

Newspaper reports about the volcanic continued.
The Islanders blamed the atom bomb tests on the
island of Bikini as the cause.

4.2 The eruption, its aftermath and evacuation

A 1996 Miniature sheet to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the evacuation Niuafo'ou

The miniature sheet fllustrated scenes of the island. Canoes, erupting volcano, family and
livestock leaving in outrigger canoe, and islanders reaching MV Matua, the inter-island freighter,

TOTAL BHEET VALUE T8 525

“We wera visited by some terile earthquakes; some lasted forty minuies, The island was
rocking far nine days with terrible force. It actually cracked to pieces with & long treénch some
o 1o four feet wids; the ground rose up and sank; ws took to the hills some 500 feet above
the sea- On the 8th of September the ground fifted soms 25 to 30 feet in places, the earth
opened and liquid kv poursd out destroying three fourths of the lownship of Agaha. in less
than five minutes the trees were swept away; my home was gone. It was termble, We could
get no help as we were 400 miles from Tonga. Our radio was gene, We did have food and
watsr and were fairty safe in the hills”, (Quensell's stalement prior to evacuation).

Cromalin Proofs (no more than five cromalin proofs were produced)

An imperforate cromalin proof strip of five of the 60 seniti value stamps

TOTAL SHEET VALUE T5 626
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A 1948 outgoing postcard from Walter George Quensell to the The Evacuation Committee
unusual and scarce destination of Czechoslovakia

After the 1946 volcanic eruption, the Niuafo'ou Evacuation Committee was responsible for its rehabilitation.
, ‘he Annual Reports of the Lands & Survey Department recorded the progress about the return of the islanders.
The stamp has a Nuku'alofa postmark for 3rd November 1948. The printed label P iaic prog
attached confirms the end of Niuafo'ou Tin Can Mail due to the volcanic eruption. »m the mid 1950s, Niaufo'ou people expressed an interest in returning to the island, and this was recorded by
a Evacuation Committee in the Tongan Sessional Papers for 1958. A copy (reduced - from the National Archives
Kew) of an extract s shown below.

7t of Tin Can Island, Niwafo'oe.
has blown wp by voleanic erwption.

The printed labe! is Reference 1. E- 5. Rarity D

MNuku'alofa Tonga Oceania
Dear Sir!

Your letter to hand thanks for
same. I am all due sorry say that I
am not aware that 1 am a member
of M.C.E.C. Somebedy must have
put me up as a member without
letting me knew. I am no more in
stamp trade.

Yours truly
Walt, Geo. Quensell
T.C.C.M.M. Ret'd.

Details of the number of inhabitalts returning to Niaufo'ou (excluidng temporary copra workers under contract to the
Evacuation Committee since 1946) was recorded in the Lands & Survey Department's Reports.

The reverse of the postcard (reduced)

Year | Families | Males Females | Boys Girls Infants TOTAL

On 23rd January 1947, Walter Quensell wrote to his friend Charles Siger, and said that he still had a couple

27 29
thousand Jubilee covers and a fair lot of duplicates, which he sold to tourists. Philatelists therefore knew thz ggg :i g% ;g 31 59 i‘; g;
some Tin Can Mail covers were still available, although pre-cancelled and totally philatelic. 1960 46 100 86 36 30 22 374

Jetails for 1961-1962 were not recorded, but by 1964, it was reported that the population had increased to 600




. 1958 Island re-settlement
.1 1958 Return of the islanders

r In 1958, the islanders were allowed to return to Niuafo'ou.

1983 a set of four stamps was issued to commemorate the 25th anniversary of the 1958 island re-settlement.

he dramatic eruption of Niuafo'ou September Sth 1946 Hot molton lava flowed in streams from long cracks

—D‘dﬁ-ﬁ[‘l’mﬂw-—

Eventuaﬁy all 1300 mhabrtanrs were evacuated to Eua
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.2 1962-1983 Resumption of Tin Can Mail
‘_Tin Can Mail resumed on 17th January 1962

popular demand by the islanders, on 3rd November 1961, arrangements were completed with Matson Lines, far
the S.S. Monterey and S.5. Mariposa to resume Tin Can Mail which was on 17th January 1962.

S.5. Mariposa illustrated on
the 475 value from the 1985 set
of Mail Ships

A postcard of the S.5. Mariposa, the twin ship of 5.5. Monterey
both now re-designed and re-fitted and with one funnel compared
with the two funnels of the pre-war design.

L2 1962 to 1983 Resumption of Tin Can Mail

Route taken by the S.S. Monterey and S. S. Mariposa on their 1962 cruises

The route naturally included Niuafo'ou for the continuance of Tin Can Mail

Welcome to Matson’s new South Seas Cruises
Now, 8 more enchanted islands have been added
BORA BORA # NOUMEA = NIUAFO’OU

PLUS TAHITI, RAROTONGA, NEW ZEALAND, AUSTRALIA, FIJI, PAGO PAGO, HHAWATI

Special eruises for 1062

Bora Bonra, considered by many “the most beautiful” of all
the beautiful South Seas Islands. Nousea, captivating capi-
tal of New Caledonia, with its frankly Gallic air and merry
Melanesian hospitality. Nwaro'ou f “Tin Can" Islands),
where 85 Maﬂposa and S5 Monterey await the native post-
man who carries tin eans of mail between shbr and shore in
n Fragile canoe, Plus Tamm, Ranotoxca, New Zearaso,
Auvstaaria, Frip, Paco Paco nnd Hawam

Matson alone takes you to so many captivating South Seas”
gg_ﬂs of call, And Matson alone brings to your voyage an
year teadition of lusury at sea. For 42 days you lravel (n
peerless, all first elass comfort on an air-conditioned,
stabilized resort liner. You enjoy impeccable service 24 h
a day; dine superbly at every meal ?and have every Fnﬁlll)r
for recreation and relaxation at your fngestips. Al far from
the troubles of the world — in K{atwn s peaceful, peaceful
South Pacific.

Phﬂ-mphn Crujse 55 Mariposa-August 20
Inll 35 Monterey-September 16
iu 55 Mariposa-Gotaber n
Cruise 85

Sailings are from San Francisco —following day from |.|'ll
Angeles. Arrange now for Matson's Holiday Cruises: No-
wember 25, 55 Mariposa; December 16, 55 Monterey.

¥ou can onjoy @ fabulous Matson South Seas cruise for
as little as ;ltﬂ per person round trip, For complete
defails, see your fravel agent soon. Or write us: Matson
Lines, Dept. X, 215 Market Strest, San Francisca, Callf.

/&4
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S.S. Monterey and S. S. Mariposa South Seas Cruises

On the 43-day cruise, the ships stopped by at Niuafo'ou on day 31

Degugned especially lor South Pacific wvicn, the Mariposa and Montesey are alr-conditioned throughour and gyro-stahilized with accemmodations for 55 passeniers, all in
First claty, Length, 581 féet; bean, 76 fest; speed, 20 knols tonnage — displacenrend, X600 groys reg, | Br. ), 8,407,

S5 MARIPDSA

A3H3LNOW SS

oDITH 3t RNt

YACHT-LIKE VOYAGES TO PORTS OF PARADISE / LUXURY ENCHANTMENT AND ADVENTURE

THAT'S THE FROMISE OF A MATSON SOUTH SEAS CRUISE

You'll never forget your Matson voyage of discovery
through the enchanting lands of the South Seas. And now
Matson's new cruise itinerary offers the most exclusive
entree into the fabled isles of Polynesia and the lands
“Down Under.” For only Matson takes you to Bora Bora,
Tahiti, Rarotonga, Noumea, Fiji, Fago Pago, Niuafo'ou,
and Hawaii, plus New Zealand and Australia. Where else
in the world can you find such peaceful seas to roam. ..
such lovely islands to visit...such friendly people to
meet? Today this wondrous world is yours to discover
aboard the Mariposa or Monterey—ultra-modern cruise
liners adding further brightness to the drama of the Pa-
cific... perpetuating Matson's 80-year tradition of luxury
service to adventurers of this friendly sea.

Cruise Varialions— A special variation in itinerary com-
bining connecting air service allows for a 4- or 5-day
New Zealand tour for those desiring extra time without
foregoing Australia. Passengers fly from Auckland to Syd-
ney to rejoin the cruise.

Many other Air and Sea combinations allow a number of
ways to vary an itinerary from almost any of these ports
to anywhere in the Pacific or ‘Round the Waorld, These
special ilineraries or stopovers for longer stays at any
port can easily be arranged by your travel agent.

Each Matson South Seas Cruise is a complete resort vaca-
tion afloat, spiced by exciting ports of call in the romantic
lands of Oceania. Your ship is your hotel at each port,
and there's plenty of time for sightseeing. Here is a typ-
ical cruise |Imerary

st day i e e ow o+ e e Sail from San Francisco
mdday .. . . . . ... . . lLos Anpeles
thday . . . s Bn-ra Bom Society Islands
Mth=15thdays . . . . . . Papeete, Tahiti
T4th day . e W e Rnrotonga Cook lslands*(1) *
Tdth < 9th days . o . Auckland, New Zealand
23nd - 25th days . . P . Sydney, Australia
28th day . e e e w o Noumea, New Caledonia
3oth day . . e e . Suva, Fiji
B 0 . ., Nma!‘u ou, Tanga lslands®(2) *
Indday . - . . o o0 . - . ¢ 5 PagoPago,Samoa
37th - 38th day . . W S . Honolulu, Hawaii
43nd day . . . . San Francisco

*Unigue Off-Port Cullb E:IC|UEHI r.m Mll‘iﬂrl Souﬂl Ben cluitn
(1) RAROTONGA — Weather permitting, vour liner will maks an “off-poct’ call at this
paradise istond. Because its roe %ardnd harbor has no pier !lcllltles the island
will, in affact, comp to the ship. The Mariposz and Monterey eruise bt shora dor
approximately two hours while island entertainers and craftsmen come abaard,
l‘assanneu may puy native handicraft, photograph the island and isfanders and
arm the legends that trace back through Pulrrlrslln hram{"I
[t43 NILI&FD'DU {TI’N CAN !ELANDP—M old tradition of the § acific was revived
whan Matson liners ag,uln bogan making an u!l -port call at this tiny island for
“Tin Gan Mail,"” Passengers’” mail s drogped o 3 canoe postman on one vayage,
mh“ up Bn e nexl bearing postage and postmark excluzive to mail lﬂ:m
repasa and Mantere:

Sightseeing Ashore — A vast array of shore excursions is offered at each
port of call. For complete description and prices, please refer to folder
“Shore Excursions and Cplional Tours.”

Saillng every three weeks from San Francisco and Los Angeles

5.2 1962 to 1983 Resumption of Tin Can Mail

On 17th January 1962 Tin Can (Canoe) Mail resumed after a break of over 15 years

A special 17th January 1962 First Day cover from the 5.5, Monterey when It arrived at Niuafa'o for the resumptiol
of Tin Can (Canoe) Mail, It is recorded that 1,650 pieces of mail from officers, crew and passengers were dropped

’:?M 'ﬂf‘&if é:hu.d.z fé;mcﬁ?l
Lou Ve fﬂ?ﬁcf (éac_

f'«dérmfm-l Gaty

This cover comes
complete with a
|etter from the
stateroom of
Victoria Murdaugh.
In it, she writes -

T eeeeren.@s it will be
the first time the
ship has stopped
there for

This cover is
Reference 1.
PC - 24 Rarity DD

This cover may be unigue as it has a postmark for 16th January. pre-dating the official resumption date by one da)
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Other cruise ships involved in Tin Can Mail

December 1969 S.S. Orsova Christmas and New Year Cruise

ier ships took advantage of the interest shown in Tin Can Mail generated by the 5.5. Monterey and Mariposa.
ase were the Arcadia, Chusan, Himalaya, Iberia, Island Princess, Orcades, Criana, Oronsay, Orsova, Pacific
ncess, and Royal Viking Star, Covers were printed in different colours, with detalls of the cruise, and the words

"DESPATCHED BY TIN CAN MAIL". They came with inserts about Niuafo'ou and its Tin Can Mail, 5. ‘ORSOVA'

These examples are from the Island Princess 1978 cruise. 'CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR CRUISE'
DECEMBER, 1969

Mﬁ'uaﬁ: :‘m. jﬁfanJ

This letter should be regarded as a collector's item because it
was posted on board the 'ISLAND PRINCESS' during the

: | course of Cruise No, 2524 and went ashore from the ship in an
m.v. ISLAND PRINGESS' | unusual manner at Niuafo'ou Island, on 13th November, 1978.
Gruise No. 2524, Nov., 1878 |

Niuafo'ou is one of the outlying islands of the Kingdom of Tonga,
400 miles from Tongatapu Island, on which Nuku'alofa, the
capital of Tonga, is situated. It is about 3% miles long, 3
miles wide, and is of volcanic origin. An interesting point is
that a large lake which lieg in the old crater of the Island contains
islets which themselves have craters, and hot springs are found
in varipus parts of the lake. The last voleanic eruption took
place in September, 1946, and when this happened, the homes
and properties of the 1,300 inhabitants were almost wiped out, and |
so they were resettled on Eua Island, south of Tongatapu. About |
200 villagers returned to Niuafo'ou in 1958, and the population

is now about 650, |

IV\ RS L \/\{r L GRESS

‘Caencead’
C ARGATE

What is so unusual about the way this letter went ashore? Well, | U i

Niuafo'ou Island is better known by its nickname of “Tin Can [ : 6] H .N( © ﬂ[,d l(‘,[-{.
Island" because, as there is no good anchorage, at one time the DESPATCHED BY TIN CAN MAIL m— # ‘58 il
repular means of mail delivery was for the ship's carpenter to AT NIUAFO'OU ISLAND, TONGA ENQ L f\;r 0.K. 3
seal the mail in 40-pound biscuit tins and throw them overbeard, Decestaes 30, 1069

to be towed ashore by waiting “postmen.” Hence the nickname
“Tin Can Island.”

tr:; :ml:;ard nlgsa.fl ?‘“']Eadebuptnihom ;l:;o Isumaplrparoels,thnnd Inside the cover is a card listing the names of the Accident Prevention Safety Committee,
i 0 e & of sticks abou ree t long. Two or three is i
= natives usually swam out, each with a stick topped by a parcel THIS E-2£08y refuceny Coscca
DESPATCHED BY TIN CAN MAIL of mail, supported by poles of Fau wood of six to seven feet in 5 TR
AT Nluatgeunzsiﬁ:ln TONGA lengLI_E':.n'ghase polﬁlz:e were very buoyant and easily carried the ——— ACCIDENT PREVENTION
h weight of a recumbent body. The parcels of outward mail were
| placed in buckets lowered from the deck of the steamer. SAFETY COMMITTEE

This letter was included in a sealed canister which was thrown h be f the Safe
overboard off Nivafo'ou Island, picked up and taken ashore for The following are the members of the

forwarding to the addressee. Committee and members of the ship’'s compa

I should contact their representative if they have &
As the government owned vessel in which the mail is conveyed to suggestions.

Nuku'alofa (Tenga) only sails at § Weekly intervals, it is likely ’
that this letter could take up to 3-4 months to reach its
destination.

G. HARRIS, Staff Captain (Chairman)
D. DORNOM, Chief Officer

P. FITZGERALD, 2nd Engineer Officer
R. HARRIES, Deputy Purser

T. CREAN, Bosun

K. ATKINSON, E.R. Storekeeper

J. ARANHA, Chief Pantryman
F
F
5
J

. WILGRESS. Welfare Leading Hand

. HILL, Bosun's Mate (Deck Dept.)

. PARMENTER, Elec. Greaser (Engine Dept.)

. LIVINGS, Crew 3rd Steward {Purser’'s Dept.
G. GODFREY, 3rd Chef (Purser’s Dept.)

Most crulses were given special names. Double Date Line Cruise, Christmas/New Year Cruise,
Springtime Adventure Cruise, Discover Pacific Circle Cruise are such examples. == 2
The following sheets show a selection of covers from eight more different cruise ships from 1966 to 1980. i PsbieT HiNR 545 BHIEHA, ~HH003, YOME
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) . il v
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