2 1962 to 1983 Resumption of Tin Can Mail

May 19?3 S. S Oronsay Cherry Blossom Circle Pacific Cruise

58 ‘ORONSAY”

CHERRY BLOSGSOM
CIRCLE PACIFIC CRUISE'
MAY, 1973

DESPATCHED BY TIN CAN MAIL
AT NIUAFD'OU ISLAND, TONGA
Mav 5, 1073
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5.2 1962 to 1983 Resumption of Tin Can Mail

The International Date Line and the February 1973 S.S. Oriana Double Date Line Cruise

By crossing of the International Date Line
travelling West you lose a day.

The Oriana crossed the International Date Line twice, The passengers lost
a day in travelling in one direction and gained a day in the other

1o cruaaig the 180Ek Meshdian, echarmir kairen
o8 the International Date Lioe, owe duy bs oouiitesd-
No doste, the wlll wiee as to why one
R o el . Py b
e
poeple realier whes thry kuk a1 theiy wirs watch
that the tedorrmation eosveyvd iy the hamds of the
M than et of thiu planet
.“h“h.hﬁi._

| mﬂuﬂ-“-n—-—’
Tty for hossr. Thee Easth b & spbsewe—actually
(am oblete eplemid.  This e et the plaset
i thevegh 0% of we every Deesty-beer
hours, or 15" of wo every hour.  Therelore, the
planet s divided ftn e — each
comtzidag 15" of are. o sne hows of tiae. & post-

cuitriboted w0 moch to the wrt of avigation i
yran goae by, 0 wed deckled ot wa Iutvruationsl
aonebsreman, b honew Eogland by drawing the Bt
mcrkllen through Lomelon—the cxact spol i the
Teryal Novwnl Observutory st Commswich, ta the vot-
dhits of Lomekom.  That b why the it meevidian is
callnl the Creewwich Maridisn sod Lhe time is
callind Groeswich Mess Thns.

That Day You Lose...

MERIDIAN DAT-WEST-BOUND
| (S Barverna Sike far Foannd Cromin)
THE CHOSSING OF THE INTERNATIONAL DATE LINE

Bovaie the Farth rotutes lrom Wt b K,
thee Sum appests. (o rise b the Kest and st bn the
Wont, Comequently, the lunds ts the Fast of
Grormwich e the S Grat asl 0 i abways later
i the day o the Hast of Greeowich. Comermly,
& b sdwwps suilier bn the day to e Wesr of
Crermwich.

San Franciooo Nos 19° of hagiude o wrs 0
the Woni ol Grommwich.  Couveriml ko teme that
o ogual to cight hows thus # b abesys elght
Moum exrdier i Sen Froocieco then i Green:
wich, Taldti e 168° of longiode to the Wess of
Umeswich, therefore it b s boors emlier bn
Tehit! than lo Creomwich. Ay the labermationsl
Date Line i 180° ol Toagitude 1o the Weet of
Crnemmich, il s twebr hosars sarlier ot the Dale
Line than it in in Geoorwih. Now locking st
frem the other wide, the Jaternatemal Dt Line 4
s 100" ol lomgitude 4o the Eut of Covmmwich,
a twuive hours laier a1 the Date Lise vhon i
Grremwich, traveling feoms Weat to East.

Thaw, oursuie Tohiti o Aochland. New Zos:
N, i the stamt of ariesing, we s brom o i
m wherem we are twelve houn bobind Uresswich
1 & sitaathon wheseis we are trechs borr abead of
Carvommich In ochuer words, we huve prashen] alwad
twmnty-fous houss wed ot b whey we push the
cubendar whead cme duy.

18, ‘ORIANA'
"DOUBLE DATRLINE CHUISE

FEBRUARY, 1973

DESPATCHED BY TIN CAN MAIL e 7
AT NIUAFOOU ISLAND, TONGA
Frunvany 8, 1973
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By crossing of the International Date Line
travelling East you gain a day

Solynasian ........... cos

‘-ﬂ,ﬂ Day You Gain...

MERIDIAN DAY-EAST-BOUND

THE CROSSING OF THE INTERNATIONAL DATE LINE i.

0 croming the Uitk Meridie, otberwise ke
-uwm-h-ﬂ
No dowle the will ariee sa bn
".T.".'..'.'.’:."."‘ t-—l,r" w nuy
few rralizs o

watih that the informatim gavered b e hands
1o the match i based divectly oa the posttion of thes
e b apade, n Frlitim 15 the Sam. This o b
emishe e keep i lime The Earth rotates sbost
v o axin 00 Uaat cerly hall of the spfere @ terwed
towardy the Se ot any oo tine. The hemsisphere
i the S thme svporicnors duy, while e op
jontte sicde b5 jamged utis the dazkaen of wight

- S [——

The

. The Rasth i & spliws, scrually am oblate
This meams thet e ploset hew
H."-—r*_.ﬂ'
of ure every bour. Thercfore. the planct (s divkled
ot rwenty-fimer Those Zones, esch covering 15° of
ﬁ-hh‘_ A prsstion, froes which o
it thin g el br e o ml upon.
A1 am lnowrmationa! Conlercnos, & was decidad tn
ddeww ther Frl sericdian throngch |amcon —the exsct
el bl the Hoval Novel Olwervatony sl Gress
wich, I the outakivts of London. That b why the
st merstinn b culleil the Coomswich Miayidinn,

el the thee s called Crremwich blesn Ties.

e

Temune (e Earih rotwben from Wt in Ea,
the i appears o rise s ihe Easi wncd set in
Weit,  Commguently, the lands 1o the Fast of
Crowwich e the Sun Rt and, therwiors, & b

S, YL Mes 178" ol o e e

TR Trmeas
n =

B n e e & oot The |

*—*.uﬂi&uhup“
twwaty-finar howrs—sod that in why we retard the
calerlar e day.

Matson Lines published a leaflet explaining that by crossing the International Date Line, travelling West or East, you can either lose a day or gain a day. The above reduced copies are from an original in the possession of the author



_lf_-ﬂ-—-u— of Tin Can Mail 6. 1980 - 2000 Tonga Tin Can Mail Study Circle
6.1 History, memorabilia and Journal

Mowester 1574 S S. Arcadia Cruise No. 441

} The history of the Tonga Tin Can Mail Study Circle

Several Tin Can Mail collectors decided to form a society to promote and encourage research into Tin Can Ma
The Tonga Tin Can Mail Study Circle was formed in 1980, and its first Journal published on 1st January 1981,
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6.1 History, memorabilia and Journal

The history of the Tonga Tin Can Mall Study C[rc!e .

The Study Circle's first Journal, Volume 1. No. 1 was published on 1st January 1981 under the name
"Philastannumy" which was thought to mean "The lover of tin".

The title and welcome s an eriginal of the first Journal, with @ manuscript note by Its editor Janet Klug.

WELCOME T0 ALL Li1

It retained this title for only three issues, when it was renamed "Tin Canner” from Volume 1. No. 4 on 1st July

o TIN CANNER 2%

July 1, 1981 formerly " :
! » y "PhT lastannumy" Vol, 1
Editor: Janet Klug, R.R. 1, Box 3708, Pleasant Plain, Ohio 45162 g

The final Journal Volume 20, No. 5 - 6 published at the end of 2000 covered the period September - December 2
In December 2000, the Study Circle merged with the Society of Australasian Specialists/Oceania.

- Tin Canner -

Volume 20, Number 5 - 6 ISSN 1093-3832

September - December, 200

Both the second and third Journal title headings are also eriginals.

7. 1982-1983 The end of the Tin Can Mail era
7.1 Government Philatelic Bureau information

Tongan Philatelic Bureau Official Bulletin, Tin Can Mail Issue 29th September 1982

A copy of the front cover of the Bulletin {reduced)
{ariginal in the possession of the author)

In it there is this report -

THE END OF AN ERA

1983 will see the end of a need for Tin Can Mall, as
during next year a new airport will be opened,

bringing Niuafo'ou well and truly into the 20th
century.

The Tongan authorities, knowing that the impendin
construction of an airstrip would bring Tin Can Mail t
an end, decided to issue on 29th September 198;
(the date of this Bulletin), stamps to commemorats
the 1882-1982 centenary of Tin Can Mail,

| e
Y

A 1981 photegraph of a Tin Can
mail can being collected from the
Head Post Nuku'alofa




7.1 Government Philatelic Bureau information

| Tongan Philatelic Bureau Official Bulletin, Tin Can Mail Issue 29th September 1982

report from the same Bulletin as on the previous sheet (original in the possession of the author) about the Tin Can Mai
entenary in 1982, and the issue of commemorative Tongan Tin Can Mail stamps on 29th September of that year.

ISLAND 5 INTUA FODU]|| LIN AN NAIL STAMPS
=5 a2 aais

Thia year to mark the ceatenary of shin
usiqus service, s set of four steaps and
two mouvenir shoeots will be imsucd by the
Teagan Post Office. Thess stamps will go
on sals in Tonge on the 29ch of Ssptembar,
mlthough it might be a wesk or two befors
Stamps resch Tim Can Imland dus to the
unpredictables mail service. In addition
to the stasps & souvenir shests & specisl
PAQ card will be available depicting the
typleal Tin Can Mall axcheage featursd on
the souvenir shest and the three low valuaw.

For the lower valess & souvenir sheet,
Chris Mayger was ccamimsioned to produoce

a painting bassd on the originsl drawing by
¥alsall Becurity Frianters. Mayger la the
leading seascaps artist whost work can be
soan oo sost seafarisg book covers.

The top walus shows & map of Niusfo'ou

{as fastursd in Rsmssys book Tim Can Island),
The top valus souvenir shest shows & typloal
Tin Cam Mall covar of the Quansall pericd.
This wvalus and souvsnlr shast was designed
by the Combimed Philatelic dgeocy and Walsall
Bagurity Printers.

ART LITHOGRAPH PRINTS OF THE MAYGER PAINTING.

A limited imsus of 250 full sise(dS0mmxS00ms)
priote of the Mayger painting "Collesting the
mail-Misufo'ou™ ix belng conmidersd, If it is
decided to proceed with this plan thes prints
will be produced on specisl art paper, all
will be mumbared with the first 100 being
signed by the Artist.

Please note that First Day Covers &k cancelled stamps sre all postmarked Hulku®slofas,
the cspital of the Kingdom of Tongs snd ot Miuafe'sa (Tin Cas Island), s dus to
the remctensss of this Lsland thers is 0o guarantes that the stasps will resch thare
o= tims. Howsver m special canecel will be spplied to covers k PHQe o the first day
of sale on Niuafo'ou.

| DETAILS OF ITEMS AVAILABLE THROUGH THE BUREAU. _Mint  Cancelled
| TS
SHEET BETAMPE 138, 325, 4TB b T8 .. .....cccviisnssnsnsrninnsiisnsasss .83 .83
(Btamps sold lsdividually)
| As abows FIRET DAY COVER(Muku'alofs 29.8.82).0cieeennn... - a.az
As above FIRST DAY COVER(Hiuafo'ouw Date to be smnounced) = 3.0
GUTTER PAIRE ....... e W R o84 6.84
GUTTER BTRIPS(S palrs w1l differemt).......covcececascass 26.30 20.320
| T/L PLATE BLOCKS OF fuvussacsissisnis S Dianeiiihice: TLOES 11.58
| COMPLETE BEEETS ...cvvevnansnsrissnanananssasssssnsnssnns S840 58.40
i MINIATURE SHEETS (3 different sold In pailes)......coovsnncssccnoncanecss 2.08 i.93
| A above BUt two First Day Coversm(Mukid'alofa)...cccaiunns - 2.7
| An above but two First Day Covers(Niusfo'ou) ........ua.s - 3.72
PHOQ (Niumfo'ou SEON8) . ..sseiiirornes N L AR .30
As sbove Used First Day() esrds with 138,330 & 478)......
dn mbove but Teed in WLuafo'oM ....iviivesranassnsansnnes -

Pligs have stasps sffixed to fromt.

et = I




7.1

Government Philatelic Bureau information

Details of the forthcoming stamp issues are listed, and include the
Tongan Tin Can Mail stamps to be issued in 1982

‘ [ L)
‘ wr'l'lm Kingdom of
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Crovwn jewel of the South Pacific

A COUNTRY WITH A GREAT PWILATFELT
HISTORY AND AN EVIN GREATER PHTLIATELIC
FUTLiRE"

THE S0UTH PACTFIC 15 ALWAYS FOPULAR
TONGA 'S NEW STAMP [SSUiMG PoLICY wiLl
ENSURE FUTURE DEMAND

START VOUR COLLECTTON Th 101

This first side of the information
sheet is shown in reduced format.

i phom of Tasgs

Wisiia Mased, Huuk

AT RAC T

The first Tin Can Mail stamps of Tonga were issued on
29th September 1982 to commemorate the centenary
of Tin Can Mail,

The first stamps of Niuafo'ou were issued on 11th May 1983.

RED CROSS INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF THE DISABLED PEOPLE
9th SEPTEMBER, 1981. (Withdrawal Date: 9th September 1982).

To Commemorate the Tongan Red Cross

.ﬁk“.“ﬂ}! i g and to Honour the International Year
?_\V of Disabled People, the Post Office
‘df{ will issue a set of 5 stamps, with a
» e, Total Face Value of T$6.08.
e Designed and produced by Walsall
“;“ ‘ﬂ_°_,“.-"‘ &M ot Security Printers, Walsall, England.
OF THE T
/\ ) Self-adhesive on perforated security
=TH Ao backing, in sheets of 20 ( 2 panes of

10 stamps with centre gutters).

IMPORTANT MOTICE

THE TREATY SET WILL
FEATURE THE WEDDING OF
HRH, THE PRINCE OF WALES
AND LADY DIANA SPENCER

AN ESSAV OF ONE OF THE Tijp DFCIapg FOR
THE SET T0 RE TSSIEN ON THE 9th SEPTEVRER
THE VALUES AND STZFS WILL BE:

2958, 328, 478 SIIE 24.6mm x 32nm
T$2, T43 STZE 33mm x 49mm

FORTHCOMING STAMP 1SSUES

1981 Centenary of the Ratification of the Treaty between Tonga and
Great Britain 1881, depicting King George Tupou I, Queen Victoria
and the Wedding of Prince Charles & Lady Diana,

200th Anniversary of the Discovery of Vava'u by Maurelle, the
Spanish Navigator, depicting Sailing Ships & Early Maps.

175th Anniversary of the capture of the Port-Au-Prince, depicting
the sailing ship 'The Port-Au-Prince' etc,

150th Anniversary of First Books printed on Tonga on a press supplied
by Missionaries (The Christmas issue).

1982 Additional Definitive Values, required for new postal rates.

75th Anniversary of Scouting and the 125th Anniversary of the Birth
of Lord BndenLPﬂwelg_{Fqunder of the Scout movement).

\ Sports Events of 1982 (Commonwealth Games, World Cup ete.)
Tin Can Mail

THE ABOVE PROGRAMME 15 SUBJECT TO ALTERNATION.

ancert pohyneso
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7.2 1982 The First Tin Can Mail stamps of Tonga

The 1982 Tin Can Mail Centenary Artwork. The original mock-up on card with two overlays for the design of the Official Cover l
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The original design had the words "Jointly sponsored
by STAMP COLLECTING WEEKLY & MAGAZINE' printed at
the bottom left, but this was changed lo
'Official Cover, Tonga Philatelic Bureau'.
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On 29th September 1982, Tonga Issued its first Tin Can Mail stamps to commemorate the centenary
of Tin Can Mail 1882 - 1982

The werding was subsequently changed back to that in the original artwork "Jointly sponsored by
THE FMILATELIC BUREAU - WOKWALOFA - TONDA - SOUTH PACIFIC STAMP COLLECTING WEEKLY & PHILATELIC MAGAZINE" with the additional words ‘'THE PHILATELIC BUREAU
NUKLU'ALOFA TONGA SOUTH PACIFIC!




7.2 1982 The First Tin Can Mail stamps of Tonga

An article (ongma!} !n The Tonga Chronicle for 24th September 1982 about the
forthccmtng issue of Tin Can Mail stamps

New Stamp issue

To

Mark

Tin Can: Mail

Tonga will celebrate the Tin Can Mail cen-
tenary at Niuafo'ou, the Kingdom's northern
most island, with a special new stamp issue,
to be released next Wednesday, September 29.

Philacelists but by the

stop was off Niuafo'ou,
where excited passengers

crowded the rails to see’

mail  being lowered tw
wuting outrigger Eanoes.

It was only through the

participaton of these crui-
sing passengers that phi-
latelists  discovered  the
romance of this litde
known island.

. Tin Can Mail has been
going on for 100 years,
the only rotal break was
from 1946 tw 1962 when
violent volcanic eruptions
made the lsland tempora-
rily uninhabitable, and the
1,200 islanders were eva-
cuated for their own safe-
Ty,

For sixteen years until .

1962, the Island remained
uniphabitated, today in-
spite of its mmoteness and
the unpredictability of the
volcano, Niuafo'ou or Tin

Can Island as it & often

Immisq:iuatmmg

communiry.

1983 will see one of
the few remaining palm
frmgad South Sea lsland

brought into the

Zﬁﬂl Century, when the

new  airport, now under

construction, comes into
xmu.

an Mail 5 not

nuly bdng celebrated in

Niuafo'ou and the rest of

the Tongan group, but also

in many other parts of the:

world. The Tin Can Mail
Suldy Circle of America
i '_uradudng & special
cover and is having these
sent to Niuafo'ou in the
traditional manner. The

making a special mail stop

‘on October 5, 1982,

The  Brinsh  Post
Office is having a specisl
Commemarative hand-
stamp postmark in Green-
wich, Stamp Collecting
and the Philatelic Maga-
zine, two British Joumals,
arc sponsonng a special
commemoratve coveT,
with facilines to have
these sent to Niuafo'ou via
Tin Can Mail.

Such was the popularity of Tim Can Mail, the report
highilghted that this issue is the major event (n the
Tongan Philatelic calendar, and is not only being

celebrated on the islands but throughout the Philatelc
world

The report goes on the talk about the romantic concept
of Tin Can Mail, sejzed upon by both philatelists and the
luxury cruise liners and their excited passengers wi
crowdead the ralls to s2e mall being lowered to waitng
outrigger canoes,

~and 1983 will see one of the few remaining South
Sea Island paradises brought into the 20th certury,
when the new airport now under construction, comes

Into service

The report concludes that the British Pest Office is
having a special commemorative hand-stamp postmark
Greenwich, an example of which is illustrated beiow.

7.2

1982 The First Tin Can Mail stamps of Tonga

Tonga's first Tin Can Mail stamps to commemorate the 1982 Tin Can Mail centenary

The first Tin Can Mail stamps issued by Tonga on 29th September 1982 showing outrigger canoes
collecting the mall from a passing ship, and, on the T$2 value, an aerial view of the island

The 13 seniti value was also overprinted
'‘Christmas Greetings 1982

' -1 TIN CAN MAIL ISLAND
DRIGINAL TIN CAN MAIL COVER | e

AL [EUENSELL
NLNAAN

The T$2 value, with gold
instead of white lettering
was also issued in &
miniature sheet

— e IR
NIUAFOOU ISLD TONG
s5OUTH SE

This sheet has the
SPECIMEN averprint

#20 ECHDOSEN POST

5 bt : ISLAND MIUAT 00U = TONGA




7.3 Niuafo'ou's Air Mail Service

Stamps were issued by Tonga and Niuafo'ou to commemorate aviation in Niuafo'ou

On 11th May 1983, Tonga issued a set of four self-adhesive stamps

Alsp on 11th May 1983, Niuafo'ou /ssued two commemorative stamps

In 1993, Niuafo'ou issued two stamps to commemorate the 10th anniversary of awiation in Niuafo'ou

W
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In 2002, Niuafo'ou issued a miniature sheet of three stamps featuring three different types of mail aeroplane

r NUAfoou  $2.50 -

i i :
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NIUAFO'OU 80 - NIUARG'OU

7.4 Inauguration of Niuafo'ou airport

The airport on Niuafo'ou and Royal Tongan Airlines.

The construction of an airstrip and terminal in 1983 brought an end to the Tin Can Mail service

Mata'aho Airport, (or Queen Lavinia Airport) the airstrip and terminal on Niuafo'ou




