This exhibit chronicles from a British perspective both military and civilian aspects

of events during 1940, the first calendar year of World War Two. It is a year when
despile defeats Britain determines to fight on.

Militarily the year opens quietly, British forces in France experiencing a ‘Phoney
War', but at sea the Royal Navy is fully engaged endeavouring to protect Atlantic
convoys from German attack.

In April Germany invades Denmark and Norway before unleashing a Blitzkrieg
attack against the Low Countries and France. By the beginning of June British
forces are driven from continental Europe.

Introduction

The “Wert Keinen Plennig’ (Mot Worth a F'hnrug} Feldpuat card qraphleeﬂy reflects Gemman opnion of
Neville Chamberlain,

1940: A Desperate Year for Britain

While British politicsans talk of peace Germany secretly rearms
and frains in preparation for war. Me 108 fighter aircraft are
being bullt 8l Messerschmitt's Regensburg factory.

Come the surnmer the British people are adapting to war-time conditions while the armed forces prepare Plan of Exhibit
to defend the country against invasion. It is now that the Royal Air Force struggles to deny the Luftwaffe
air supremacy over Britain during what has become known as the Battle of Britain. : 1 g:;;zm'f;‘::x:w’ :: war again: (2 pages)
Italy's declaration of war on 10 June compels Britain to fight on a second front, vital military resources 12 . leads to the declaration of vidit:
needed to repel the anticipated German invasion now being diverted to the Medi 1ean and North
Africa to counter the Italian threat. 2. 1940 opens quietly in France, but hostilities intensify at sea. (11 pages)
As the year draws to a close the threat of imminent German invasion recedes and initial Italian :; Bﬂisnhdff;ﬁes arriving in France, deploy, dig in ....
are d, but the bined might of the Axis Powers remains largely undiminished. 1940 : i et
. 2.3 Meanwhile the Royal Navy sallies forth to blockade Germany ...,
has b desperate for Britain, 1 X i A
as been a erate year for Britain, but the country although bloodied s not bowed. 24 .. and defend Britain's maritme trade . .
25 . against ined G p 5.
* Notes — [} Scarce or rare items are mouned oo dark Blue. ) All booklets in the exhibit conain thair full number of stamps.
i) The main text is in 12 pt, supparting text in 8pt and Philatelic text in 9t ltalics. 3. By spring British forces are being driven from continental Europe.... (14 pages)
» Philatalic Note - Many cavers in this exhibit a7 from members of the amned forses of the bellgerent nafions. Their mall was posi- 31 G“""'.‘*”.Y sirises norh, .. ’
froe, unless sent by aimail or registered post. Prisoner of War mail and meail sent by military personnel intemed in neutrs! 32 . Britain's failed Norwegian campaign ......
counlies was alse post-froe. 33 . prompting the oocupatnn of the Faroe Islands and lceland.
34 Hlﬂsr‘s ive quickly Holland and Belgium ...
35 .. and drives the British Expeditionary Force from France ..
=8 . Iting in dire quences.
4. ..while at home the civilian population is adjuntlng to a ‘people's war'. (14 pages)
4.1  Fear of aerial attack prompts the impl of drastic p i
42 . while security measures are imposed and aliens interned.
43 Industry goes onto a war footing, women enter the workforce and ...
44 .. conserving resources is officially encouraged,
4.5 Raising funds to fight the war and feeding the population become priarities.
5.  Come the summer the threat of invasion becomes real ... (12 pages)
5.1 Despite defeat in Europe Britain determines to fight on ..
52 ... supported by Dominion troops and other Allies in Britain.
53  While RAF Bomber Command takes the battle to the enemy ...
54 .. the dual for air supremacy over Britain becomes a tenacious struggle ...
55 .. culminating in the Blitz.
6. .... as Britain is compelled to fight on a second front. (8 pages)
6.1 ltaly's declaration of war ushers in a Mediterranean naval struggle ...,
6.2 ... and military engagements in north and east Africa.
8.3 As Allied reinforcements arrive ...
6.4 .. Greece becomes an unwelcome commitment.
7. The year closes with Britain bloodied, but not bowed. {2 pages)
7.1 With success in North Africa and ...
Motivated desire 1o avoid the nthE Nevilie Chamberiai Biiish *
Prlm?MnI:LTpuer:ur:s 2 policy of :amus i his diplomatic daakng fings with P eyl St 72 .. the threat on invasion receding Britain remains defiant.

Total Pages in Exhibit - 64 (A3)

1. Britain reluctantly goes to war again.

1
1.1 The failure of appeasement .....

Hitlar gaing supperl for this
aggressive policy by exploiting
German reseniment towards the
punitve terms of the Versalles
Treaty,

The Saar Piebiscite, hefd on 13
danuary 1835, overwhelmingly
supports  the  re-unfication  with
Germany, The Saar has previously
been under the jurisdiction of the
League of Nations.

Gonmany isstied o stamps prior o
the plebiscile emphazising is claim
to Saar
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On coming to power in 1934 Hitler aggressively pursues a policy to recover former German territories lost under
the terms of the Versailles Treaty. Within four years Saar, the demilitarized Rhineland and Austria are subsumed into the
Third Reich. Britain raises little opposition.

German troops re-cccupy the Rhineland on 7 March 1938 in breach of the Versallles Treaty. Brifish and French
inaction encourages Hitser 1o continue his expansionist plans,

Cachets idenlify this cover as coming from the Welvbezidkskommanda' (Military Distnct Headguarters) in Adchen, a
town wilhin the rerililanzed Rhfneland.
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unopposed into Austria and on he folowing da\r Hitler proclaims the Anschiuss, the union of the two
counliies. Hifler enters Vienna on 14 March to enthusiastic applause

Hitler's preserice in Vignna was maried by this special sfogan cancel used for only one day.

©On 12 March German froops march

for the Reunion of Austria in
the German Reich' sets up
his office in the Austrian
Parliament buiiding,.

The Austrian Ammy & il

incorporaled  into
German Wehmmacht.
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Austria is the next acquisition. Despite being predominantly German speaking the Austrian Govemment
attempis to resist Hitler's pressure o form a unlon of the two countries. a

plebéscite for 13 March 1838 calling for a “Yes' vole in supper of Austrla's continuing independence.
Two cachets, Every Ausiran vole with Yes' amd ‘'With Schuschnigy for a free Austria — Yes| were used on 11
arch,
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Geman postal slationery bearing the imprint of the ‘Austrian Pebiscite’ stamp canceded with 8 Day of the
Great German Empire’ hand stamp showing the merged countries of Germany and Austria,




1.Z .... leads to the declaration or war.

Meville Chamberiain, Britain’s Prime
ménigder, returms to Britain believing
e has secured 'Peace in our time’

Eduard Benes, the Czech President,
resigns and flaes to Brilain

postal stationery card

On 1 September 1939 Hitler
invades Poland. Using a
manufactured dispute over
Danzig as a pretext, German
forces cross the border into VERUAG & DALHLER, BERLIN-CHARLOTTENGURG §)
Poland at 0430 hours - e
unleashing a blitzkrieg assault
that totally overwhelms the
Polish defenders

15040a134

By concentrating fanks and mechanised
infantry on @& narow  frond,  closely
supported by ground attack aircrafl, he
tactic of bitzkneg enables German forces 4

defansive Enes.

Confident of not being challenged Hitler now looks to Germany's eastern borders. Following British and
French acquiescence to his demands at Munich Hitler's troops occupy the Sudetenland, the German speaking
area of Czechoslovakia, on 1 October 1938. They march into the remainder of the country on 15 March 1939
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Pastad i Asch thiz cand bears the first 'Seif iberation’ cached fo be used i the Sudeteriand. The fext
reads. “The yoke has beon removed and we ane free and will slay free’. it is believed that this and
simifar cachets were prepared before the German invasion

In a radio broadcast to the British people Chamberlain
declares war against Germany on 3 September 1939,
Hitler having ignored Britain's ultimatum demanding the
withdrawal of German forces from Poland.

Despite the Foles couragecus defence of their cguntry German tactics and
superiar military hardware renders i an unequal struggle  Poland
surrenders on 27 September, its capial in ruins

2. 1940 opens quietly in France, but hostilities intensify at sea.

3

2.1 British forces arriving in France deploy, dig in .....

The British military response to the declaration of war is immediate, advance army units
of the British Expeditionary Force (BEF) arriving in France on 4 September, the main force
disembarking at Cherbourg six days later. Further reinforcements follow and by May 1840 the
British Army in France numbers 394,185,
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Briish hght fanks disembark and

mave quickly away from the por

areas. A significant proportion of the BEF consist of under trained Territorial
Army divisions.

Moving up to the French-Belgium border the BEF prepare defensive
positions. What they do not anticipate is the long period of inactivity that
drags on into 1940, what becomes known as the ‘Phoney War'.

Original artwork and die proof, both signed by
the designer and engraver Albert Decaris. The
issued French stamp marked the 40"
anniversary of the Battle of Verdun.

GHO, BEF i eslablished
near Amras, close lo the
French-Belgium border,

Many trocps are assigned to
tabouring  duties  including
french digging and airfield
construction

Endless mights of seniry duty
on the French border results in
80% boredom, 1% fright

211

e f




Two separate RAF fi i pany the BEF to France, the Air
Component of the BEF co-operating with the British and French Armies and the
Advanced Air Striking Forces (AASF) under the direct control of Bomber
Command. The RAF immediately goes into action, flying countless

reconnaissance sorties and intercepting the occasional Luftwaffe incursion.

‘While Hurricane, Gladiator and Lysander
Eﬂ squadrons of the A Component fly
countless  reconnaissance  missions  the
AASF Baitle and Blenheim squadrons

goralldnll undertake regular traiming  sortees  in
AN Stumps reacéiness for bombing operations against
/ME o .D Tenat 10p sirategic langels

A squadron of Welkngton bombers and &
Communicalions squadron of Tiger Moths
also arrive in France.
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— gunnery and ight Wying demmtt & Das Iy ERWES
At the tima of pasting No 138 Squadron flying Blenheims from training.
Batheniville is using the RAF Censor No 107 cachel
Int France the RAF used itz own identifiable Type B1 censor
cachels. Field Post Office 33 (FPO) was used by an Air Force it fs helieved that this unusual RAF consor cachet was produced locally for use by
Postal Uil (AFPU) from 20 Janwary. the No 1 Ammament Training Sfafion at La Salanque, the ustal Type R1 censor

g al the drong’ home bagzes in norfhem  France.
Detachments from Fairey Batte squadrons underfook iraieing af this esfablishment
behwean Janwary and Apl
Only four covers bearing this censor cachet have been recorded.
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v | éé, , & | British aimen ‘downed' over neutral Belgium and Helland are inlemed. On 3 January, while on a
The AASF H biished in Rasms. ﬂ/ ’ ;ﬁf—M o | reconnaissance mission, Flying Officer in & Blenhelm of No 18 ferca lands near Raeren just
Q wap eata i | inside the Beigum border. Together with Sgt F L Smith he is intermad at Fort 2 Borspeesk. The third crew
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Four printings of this stamp can be identified, distinguishabie by member, AC P B Harrs, is killed, his body being buried in the Lisge (Robermaont) Cemetery.

vanations i the value insst and the central arch over the rose
window, Pastmarked at Liverpool this cover was probably sent directly to the Censor's Office in Liverpool.
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2.2 ... and wait.

The British military are aware that keeping in touch with loved ones is tial for maintaining troop y
particularly during this long period of waiting. The Royal Engineers Postal Service quickly establishes an efficient system
for handling forces mail to and from France.
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A maobile field post office attached
fo a unil might be housed in a
tent. hut or the back of a lorry.
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Mulready had earlier recognised the importance of keeping in touch with family members, a mather with her children Stationary British Army Post Offices

awidly reading a latter probably from a husband in some far off land. (BAPDS) are set up in & number of T e PN
Franch cities including $.11 in Paris,
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EXAMINED .BY BASE}CENSOR i
Base Ammy Post Office 1 is @ installed in a G 7} 1o handie all incoming and

outgoing mail carred daily between Cherbourg and Seutharmpton
French railways ensure the To process the increasing volume of mall lwo Krag continious impression machines v sent fo France in
mail's speedy ransmission. March, one to Cherbowy (Base Army P.0.1) and the other (Amy P.O.) used by APO 8.7, probably located al

Armigns,
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Mail was handed open into mobile pastal units. Foliowing censorship, vsually by a tj.-q‘l‘
wril's officer, the mail was sealed and a censor cachel and FPO cancel apphiod.
Forwarded to a BAPO for onward transrission, mail was sulyject fo sample random
censoring resulting in & censor label and & second censors cache! being applied.
Signing the certificate at the base of an Active Service ervelope, offer refemed fo a5
an ‘Honour' envelope, enlilod We sender's comespondence fo be fovwarded
tincensared. However o this eccasion the compspondence weas cenzored twice. . 2 i
4 The telegram was an allemative means of speedy communication. The private telegram service commanch B Fabi . howaver its use by crilian:
FPO 181 was used betwean 21 May. and 7 June by Ihe 1% Ammoured Divigion, the _ s uis::eugrsgad_ P G I SR, i t
Divigion having arived in France cing May. FPO 66 was used at No 1 General Base Depof af Cherbaurg, between 13 December 1938 and § June 1540,
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The provision of home forts and tional facilities help to relieve the boredom and sustain the spirits of forces
personnel as the prolonged period of inactivity continues.

CARTE POSTALE

Expéditear

The MAFF| provides the fittle extras to
| supplement basic rations,
| Al v hefhers were naver used on NAFF perfine

Farcels from home are

eagerly awailed, | Organised by the Over-seas League Tobacco
| Fund large quantities of cigaretie parcels are
| o the BEF, Contained in the

parcels are printed cards o enable the

| recipient to acknowledge receipl
FPO 55 was used in France between 13
J December 1839 and 17 May 1940 by an
it amy wnit

Gifts of French  luxury
goods including perfurme
are sant from France lo
loved cnes back home,

Lille becomes a popular
deatination for off-duty troops Asdath is a popular cigareite brand at this time. Ei
4 1,300 British 5 )

Medical personnel accompany the BEF to France to provide for its Ay QAMNS % ;‘::g';:me
medical care. While some are attached to forward troops on the Belgium KA are £ ta the evacuation
border permanent hospital facilities are also set up at strategic locations, ;:ml'" poris.
including Dieppe, which is designated an undefended medical port.
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| | | The Army Blood Transfusion sendce is established in 1939, . - —
i From its depot in Bristol transfusion fluids are supplied by air

=t . to fransfusion unds in France. = = |
4 PLEMENTAIRE' cachet indi Eranch madical faciliti ‘Official Paid’ cards were aftached fo the back of this Amy = = !
E;n:ﬁpp?al;.?ﬂ' L L indicates Fr me: facilities are also made availabie B Trorah i S g for is tn be
nominated as blood domars. -

FPO 12 was used by ™ Comps PU in Bowogme from 12 Sepformber 1938 untid 14 May 1940,

2.3 WMeanwhile the Hoyal Navy sallies Torth o blockade bermany .....

There was never a ‘Phoney War at sea, one of the Royal Navy’s principal tasks being to i diatel an
blockade on Germany. Operating from the Home Fleet's ancharage in Scapa Flow and bases around the workd patrors intercept ships
thought to be destined for German ports and confiscate offending cargoes.

MITTENTE

in  Singapore  HMS

Initially consisting of eight old cruisers, including HRS Sailing from South Affica HMS Based ]
Dragon, the Modhern Patiel's operatonal area sireiches Dur!‘egtsm‘:em un?!l-lerlakeg patrals Dby carries oyl trade
from the Shetland Istands 1o loetand. Moat German ships in the South Atlantic, dofence patrols in the South

altempt to raturn Lo hare parta via this route China Sea.

By the beginning of 1940 Royal Navy patrols are being reinforced by Armed Merchant Cruisers
[AMC’s). These ships, previously ocean liners, are requisitioned and converted into warships by the
addition of limited and often obsolete amarments.
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b Nine Cunard White Star Line finars are oy the Admiralty and d to AMC'a. Carnthis. Andanis and
i | Laurantic, ara sunk by U-boats while patroiiing the Marh Atlantic.
1 . r [ Busta-Leftera-Poztale adverising Wiite Slar Line crises. Privadely produced i laly dunng the 1920's 8L7% wers issued
&_ # L . by royal degree. (inser conlained within)
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Requisiioned during August 1938 the Cunard VWhite Star Line liner Cavinikia joins the Maorlem
Patrol in January 1640, On & June she ia torpedeed by U-46 off the coast of lreland and sinks
the follewing day.

Cancallod with PORTSMOUTH DOCKYARDS date stamps for 12 January 1940 (his cover was
probably sent frem a crew memnbes while the ship was being comverled foan AMC,
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Neythem Sun is one of ning bawiers with e prefic ‘Morthern’ sening with the Norbern Pairol. These
requisitionsd and converted fishing trawders 1lfil the role of Armed Bearding Veessis, their task o escort
aeized ships into Kirkwail,

The Norhem Sun was one of only @ vedy few Royal Navy vessels eoohinuing iu uze an identifzhio censor
sachet into 1940, The Navy ‘tembstong’ censor sachet on the reverse is dated 17 February 1940,
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Genice wridivians

While officered by Royal Mawy personne
the civilian crews often remais with thelr shig
Fallewing its conversicn to an AMC.

The Canadian Pacific linere Forfar. Monfciare and Wolle sail with e Nortram Patrol,




