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LONDON 2010

Wermdvy Suckle reports

b whole event took place the week alter the election, when deals were being siruck (or

not) between political partics, and the large TY screens in the refreshiment area showing

24 hour news services proved sometbing of o magnel, Meanwhile the st ever allempl

to hold an Intermational and change the displayvs over halfway through proved very
successful, with 1250 frames exchanpged in 6 hows; volunteers here and on the Information
Stand weorked extremely hard ull week. Overseas cvents organisers were watching with intenest,
s ['m proud to report the Brits pulled it off. It will be interesting o see the extent to which
this milistive 35 copicd.
The BTA had arranged to share a stand with the Alba Stamp Group ancd the Bicycle Stamps
Club. A big thank-you is duc to those members of the three organisations who betaeen them
staffed the table for the full eight days, The stand proved 1o be very well sited, near the upper
level cotrance, and there was constant passing trade all week, and with several new members
signed up the financial outlay proved a good investhinent,
There were dealers on three flloors, who were very busy right from Day One (when there was o
£10 admission charge], There woere deders and slamp-issuing authoritics ffom all ever the
wirld as well as major auction houwses. Over 48 (K0 visitors attended over the eight days

THEMATIC EXHIRITS

EResults rom BTA members were:

Exhibitor Title Description

Jorgen Jorgensen Fisheries - from Development of Bsheries from around 1000

Drenmimark

Sheila Foster
United Kingdom
Peter Subadole
Sloveni

Glenn Morgan
United Kingdom

Juhn Haywurd

United Kingelom
Roger Swindells
United Kingdam

fooed gathering to
Leeding the world
The Rose

Conguest of the
Unprofitable World
Through the Letter
Bux

The Iron Steed

A Glimpse inte the
world of Beer

years agn 1o 1he present day,

Lurge Gold. 95 points.

Cultivation of the rose and 115 place in cullure,
Gold. 93 points.

The histony of mountaineering,

Lurpge Wermeil, 37 points,

Ewvolution, history and importance of traditional
letier boxes.

Larpe Wermeil, 87 points,

Evolution of the motor-cyele.

Large Vermeil, 85 points

Evolution of brewing and the production of
beer,

Larpe Silver, 77 points

The averall winner of the thematic section was Joshua Magier with Land Cultivation from the
Beginning of Agriculture o the Present Tiue, which received o Lurge Gold with 47 puoints,

The top exhibits stood oot by the wide range of philatelic material and the ingenoity with which
they were worked into the story. They demonstrated a breadth of knowledge of their subject as
well as inventiveness in the way a story can be told.

Layout is very inporlant, and it cun be o challenge G bulance a page with disparale shapes. The
use of dowhle sheets can help, and ane exhibit used one and a third size sheets theoughout (50 8
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row ol three ol these egualled four stand sheets) although [ must admit 1 wasn't convineed of
the need for this.

blost people viewing the frames — and there were plenty cvery day — cun never aspire to the o)
lewel, bt that noed not detract from the enjoyment of looking at them, Yoo can, like me, ignone
the competitive elemment completely and just enjoy the storics.
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BTA MEETING AT LONDON 2010

Wendy Buckle reports on a very swocessfid meeting

0 keeping with the hoge nombers of people through the doors of the Business Design
Centre, numbers at mectings were very high, The BTA hud nearly 530 prople atlending, who
were weleomed by Richard Wheeler. Besides our guest speaker, o particular weleome was
extended to 12, amian Lige, FIP Commissioner for Thematic Philately,

The mweting vpencd wilth members” displays, Due 1o the high nonber of people whe had

brought material they were given only 90 seeonds o speak (i theory anyway, 1 don’y Lthink

anvone had brought a stopwatch)l. BTA members and non-members showed up to 12 sheets:

2 Peler Wood sugpested some ideas o illustrate a person who has noc appeared on a stamp.
From his “Irish™ collection he showed meter marks, slogans, tckets o talks aul other
1tems.

S Anme Stammers explained how a collection can grow from a starting-point of stamps only,
with A Child’s Guide (o Nalurg™,

% Derck Connell, after unabashedly advertising the sale of a (iibbons Srap Monthly
supplement featuring his articles on Lendon, showed London Landmarks (and see page 97).

2 Les Stanwuy shiovaed Light Railways,

% [un Puton showed some meoth-waterng sheets from his gold-medal winoing exhibition “An
American Panorama’ on what he terms “historical philately’ illostrating events in LT5A
hastory,

# MNoul Shepherd of the Guald of 51 Gabnel showed puzes on the Serg of Sonps Trom the
Bible, a Book which he suggested, perhaps tongue-in-cheek, may appeal to the voung more
than most,

% David Copper displayed The Salvation Army. concentruting on those who bad served with
military forecs from the Boer War onwards.

# Ron Backhouse selected from his “Anyone for Tennis™ a study of Wimbledon postmarks
o 1958 1o 1964, These were Trom both the main post ollice and a mobile post ollice al
the Tennis Championships.

% Lesley Marley broughe along sheets from her exhibit A Whale's Tale™. She encouraged us
to read and learn about our own subject, giving as cne example a lapanese stamp which
also featured inoaomimature sheel, a postcard and a [otlery cad,

It weas o real pleasure to hear such o rich varicly of speakers, some of whom would not

normally be able to attend a BTA mecting.

Aller viewing we moved on o the “maim event’; Tour fames by Michel Abraon frcan his gaold-

medal winning display on “The Horse”, This wus a return visil, Michel having entertained us ol

Basildon in 2007. John Hayward gamely introduced him in his native language - French - while

Michel gave his entive talk in English. He concentrated an showing how a collection can gain

good marks, The mtroductory page should give s bibliography, and all rare items should be

marked: something Michel said he did not agree with: the judge should be expericneed enough

ta recognize rarity. He offered some aseful tips:

- A cover must indicate ifs relafionship to the subject, for example all early covers werg

Lrumsmilled by horse, bul tw be used in bos exhibil g cover must carmy a relevanl cached,
The study of a single stamp is an important feature as it indicated philatelic knowledge.
Maxicards are acceptable beoause maximaphily is acecpted at FLP. level, but the cards
must follow their mles [see .
Bt wewe s inmaphnly, indod Articles ™ ha L 96200 S 20M AKX IMAPHILY % 20_1_pdl
for un cxplanation of stamp. curd and postmack].
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Michel drew attention to some parlicularly fine items in his display, There was a Mulready with
a horse adverlisemnent; a ballon monte franked First Begiment of Cavalry, a mack used for 5
days voly in 1870 an item of USA muil San Franciseo to New York tuking the cverland route
rather than via Panarow; and a Netherlands cover carried by canal boat.

After tme for members to admire such a beautiful display at close quurters Brian Sale gave a
vote of thanks for o talk with lots of information and laoed with a sense of bomour. Richard
Wheeker then presented Michel with o Beswick potcery foal, and in return Michel presented the
BTA with a book on bees thematic collecting.
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FIP THEMATIC SEMINAR AT LONDON 20140

Anrre SIURMErs Fepis
n Tuesday May 11 Jonas EEllsirdm opened the well attended FIP meeting on Theralic
O[-‘hil'cl.[ﬂly. Aller welvoming everyone o the seminar he intreduced his co-presenter wnd
colleugue Christine Earle.
Jonas" thematic collections were Sailing Ships and also Military Topics and it was this that
wirltld be used to illustrace bis presentation,

lonas began with o sherl bislery ol Themalic Collecting going buek to the st generution of

Themutic Exshibits in the 192005 when pre-printed stamp alboms for Animal stamps were
produced in Sweden.

In the 19500s the second zeoeration ol Thematic Collectors sturted desipning their own puges
ler Lheir velleclions., but only stamps were included.

I the 1970Fs and 8('s the third generation saw mised philatelic material being used, inchxling
cancellations, and postal stationary with lesl relevant w the display being included, During this
time & Thematic Exhibit reached the Large Goeld award in an International Thematic ¢lass and
thus Thematics began to be thought of as “real” philately.

With the lourth generation colleclors beeame inspired o develop or ‘own' their “themitic
coellecting” with exhibitions worthy of gaining an International Grand Priz. The FIP iz actively
enceuraging the distribution of knowledge and experience to all collectors whether or not they
wish Lo exhibil.

Muny collecters think that there are far too many rules in Thematic cxbibiting £ collecting and
Jonas stressed that there were only five basic rales

Comcept of the Exhibil (Pland

Seclection of Material based on the philatelic qualitication

Selection of marerial Tased on the thematic qualitication

Selection of Material based on plilatelic range., quality and rarity

3. The Presentation of the exhibit.

Appropriate items must be chosen to shew the thematic facts bot prioviey should be given to the
philitelic amel prastad aspects, Poges should be sinple, tasiei] and well balanced with adided
philatelic and thematic information to that provided by the material and which shows the level
of the subject and research by the exhibitor. Jonas showed some examples and how he finds A3
pages give him more scope o show material that may not always fir ontoe A4 and for che
creativity needad for v really good display, He stressed that it s oecessury 10 ollow your story
line throuzh the exhibit. Tnnovation is required throughour the theme to zive a nes aspect and
approach (o the subyect. Jonas then showed part of his exhilia to exppain some of the points tha
b had raised,

Chris Eurle then spoke about the Elements of Exhibiting using her collection on “World War T1
frowm @ Wornan's Perspective’, which is wollen as o diary and illustrates the developmen ol a
theme for FIP Rules.

The presentation of the exhibit should make people stop to have a ook at it. Christine uses
s0me ‘over-size’ pages e A3 + ane thicd, (3 (0 a frame) which enable wide covers to e
correctly shown, The test should be clear and concise onooowell bulamoeed puge. with, Tor
example, the primary thematic text in bold, the supporting text in standard and the philatelic
text in italics (anc the day in a difTerent tvpe Gace).

5

et R

Christine stressed that the Title sets the Concept and a separate title page includes a précis of
the atory, including a mention that it is {maybe) only part of the whole story.
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The Plan {table of contents) must show the development of the story, which needs a bepinning,
micldle and end. The new Plins now have descriptive sentences rather Lhan just “bullet points’
e "Private Battles — Ordinary people face exiraordinary situations™. And there are ulso the
sub-chapters that need to be ncluoded with numbering ¢z 1.7 ete.
The title of the cxhibit should not he on every page.
T exhibit, detailed rescarch is needed and therefore one needs Lo read. read and read and +isit
exhibitions o see how different upproaches 10 writing up work und bow they make an exhihit
“slancl out’.
Inmewvation plays @ very important role in award winning exbibits and this was shown in
Christing’s exhibit by writing up the diary extracts using the first person.
Philatelic knowledge is as equally impurtanl as subject knowledge and this was Mustraled by
the inelusion of 12 La Rue's printing of Mew Zealand *Blicz Perforations” on the erange 2d
when their prinling works was virtwally destroyed by enemy action.
Concition and rarity are taken into consideration and here wie suw some mail that had been
"saved” frowm the sou.
Imappropriste material should not be ingluded in an exhibit. but can, o course, be inclided ina
collection and used in a display: and these include Fantasy fssves and privately produced
milerial, There should be as many dillereon Lypes of philatelic (postaly maleriul as possible inan
exhibit - perfing, meler marks, (postal stationary ele — (oo numerons te list here' And if possible
include some rarcr ibemms,
Damien then took 1 question and unswer session and was asked:
- I Inoowation was 50 important how can an exhibit be newly Innosatise i exhibvited for
several vears, even when it is continually being re-written and the same jurors keep seeing
il The reply was that the marks for nnovalion were likely to Ic.‘:.k;cnl.
It wos ulse queried as to the use of mulerial accepted in the Secial Philaely Class — the
acceprance of this walerial in the Thematic Class wus still unclear at the present tme and
est left out. - R B Y = i ‘

' This material bas been memntioned in previous issucs of Themescene amd s featured at the
workshops run vy the BTA.
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MARY JANE SEACOLE

Danis Horgan pives ny the stoey beliingd the set of stumpy ivseed by Jamaica in 2003 1o
commemerate the 200 birth of Mary Seacole [5G 1093 — 1098)
t the time ol Mary's birth her father was o serving British Acmy officer, and her mother
was manning what was deseribed as a boarding house in Kingston Jamaica. Tt was also
in part an early version of 4 nursing home catering for the cure of members of the army

and thelr wives should they be taken ill. Her mother had a good
reputation as o ‘doctress’ and nurse. She attended 1o the medical
care of officers and men ol the Jocal acmy and naval bases on the
island where over the years a oumber ol different brigades of
infantry and other service units were posted. 1 assume that she way
an unqualified docter, but the service modical lewns were fully
supperlive of her activities. She in luwt used 1o make up most of her
medicines and brews in a folk medicine mammer, anel of course ber
homemade concoctions were in the main for the lreatment of
tropical diseases, and had been (ried and tested over a greal many

vedrs.

Due to her mother's round the clock nursing commitments, in bary’s carly years she was
placed in the care of an elerly neighbour who was already cariog
,:,-,-,g;-.-.g"ugm';:r;.'" for her own grandchildren. Mary wus however in daily contact
R with her own muother and by the age of lwelve was assisting her
" Al mother with the nursing of patients. Her mother also trained huer in
: ‘mﬁ the urt of creating medicines from the local herbs and plant saps.
i s Eventually Mary began making up her own crealions which she

wesad  |ested out on hersclf

Probably due to her lather's postings, Mary started (¢ teavel at a young age. She visiled
Cuba, Panamy and other West Tndisn Islands, also making two tops to Britain. At every
apportunity she wenl ot of her way to study Joval oursing and medical ireatment. thos she was
W become in demund [er her nursing and decluring echniques in many lands, aod her
knowlkedge and treatment of tropical diseases was sceond Lo none, She had vast knowleadge in
the treatment of cholera, typhoid, malaria and yellow fever, und al one time when she herself
was struck down by cholern, she cured hersell, Altheugh devoted to nursing, 10 help pay ber
way for medical supplics and ber own needs, like her mother she used to set up a ‘boarding
house’ as a hase, from which she also ran a storc for the
bencfit ol the community.

In November 1836 Mary marmied  Edwin Horalio
Hamilton Seacole who wus the podson of noone other Lhan
Mdmiral Horatio Nelson, Her busband was much older than
her, and had become a patient after several doctors had failed
10 provide adequate treament for him. More out of pity than
lve she agreed to marry him. Alhough very frail he assisted
her in looking alter the store, and she nersed him ontil 1344
when he died. Mary kept in towch with many ox-paticols and
also Iriends made during her travels,

Learning of the owkweak of the Comea War i which
several of the army brigades in which she bad many old Giends
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were now engaged, Mury sel wbout clearing up her commitments in Central America and the
West Indies, then at her own cxpense mude ber way to England to volunteer her services in
Crima.

On wrrivul in London i Seplember 1854 all attempes by Mary to have herself necruited as
a mirse, for service in the Crimes, were frusteated. She wus unahle 1o secure an interview with
any senioy povernment official or senine members of the War Ofce, By this time Florence
Mightingale had been persuaded by a very infloential personal friend to apply to take charge of
a party of nurses, as such » move would be ol greal value 1o her personal standing in socicty.
(M course she valumtecrcd an the condition thal she woull be hewd of nursing and arrived in
Constantineple {now known as Tsanbal) in early November 1954,

Before she departed Rritain, Mary had approached Nightingale asking to be allowed w
join the group of nurses but despite her numerous Jetlers illustrating her nursing ahbilities from
doctors and senior army officers, Nightingale dismissed Mury out of haod on the grounds that
she did not wunt a person like her in contact with her group of nurses. Tt was gquitc obvious thul
her reasons were based on colour prejudice. Mary moade other attempts, and on one occasion
was interviewed by a panel of white women. when although another party of nurses were heing
recruiled Mary was again rejected, purely of ground of colour and race.

Nor to he beaten, Mary teamed up with

' Thomus Day. a relative of her late hoshand, and
they purchascd medical equipment and other
supplies.  paying  their  own way  to

w Constantinople where they arrived in Fehruary
. 1835 Floreoce Nightingale was based ar a
military hospital at Scutari some milcs from

P Constantineple on the east (Asian side) of the
. BT Bosphorus Straits. AL thal lime any sich or
%’:‘-*r " a injured persons o the Crimea woere initiadly

H, allended by service  wedical orderlies  and
s e Rk, .K;:, % doctors, belore being shipped across the Black
. .-."uuw'm_,-r o - Sea o the military hospitals in Turkey. Mary
made her way W Scutard, where again she offered her services o Nightingale but her offer wus
again flatly refused, although Mary was allowed (o remain the night in hospical quarters. Mary
then made her way over the Black Sea to Badaclova where she met up with her partner Thaimas
Dy anel sen about finding a site for a “hoarding house” and general swore, With her time: divided
between care of the sick amgd wounded and sorting the stores and provisions at the chosen
building site ahout two miles from Balacliva the building ol the British Hole] commenced.

By mid-Muarch 1835, Mary used W muke ber way 10 Lhe
battletield on  horseback  for the purpose of attending  the
vasualtios, then on the 9 Apreil the allies launched an all-out
aszault on Sebastopod, but after nine days they halted operalions
having sustained a great many casualtics whilst having failed 1o
oblain o siralegic advantage. A very busy perind for Mary. Tt was
only after the terminatinn of this nine day assault that Florenee Mightingale visited Balaclava for
the first time to wisit milicary field hospitals (hut of course not ineluding Mary's eslablishiment),
Mightingale fell il with Crimea fever and very soon retwmned (o0 Constantinople. Alchough Mary
clicd herself frequently suffer from various afilictions, she treated hersell and never once: Tet
from her nursing commitments, She became generally known as “Mother” Seacole.

R T ST
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: Between the 6™ and 17 June therve were further heavy bombardments
of Sebastopol, ending in allicd retreal. Mary continued to attend the
casualtics both on the barlefield and at the ficld hospital, By summer 1433
the huilding of the British Hulel hacd Been completed, and Mary also began Lo
treat men ol all ranks from her own “surgery’. Aller the barle of Tehernaya,
Mary treated French, Sarcdinian and Russian cosuallics without lear or
i favour. In the following weeks und wonths there were a number of further
" bullles fought, resulting in wvery heavy casualties, In December Mary
celebrated Christmas with her patients and service friends, und being a hotel and nat a hospital
there was no han on aleohol. This wus uer criticised in a letter written by Mighlingale as Mary
runming & ‘hawy house®, Mary was very active in her care of the sick and wounded during (the
whole of her time in the Crimea when there were even more cusuallies [om sickness than from
the buller. Foroumately her own medicings were very superior and she bad a very high success
rate in suving lives,

The armistice wis sizned on the 3" March 1856 and the troups commenced to leave the
Crimea, Mary stayed on with her partner running their provision stote und Mary continuing
with hur nursing as and when required. Finally Mury and her partner returned o England and in
July 1956 intended Lo set up a store in Aldershot. Unfortunately due to considerable financial
hasses in Crimea due to theft of their various goods, both Mary and Thomas Day were oow
facing bunkruptey proces=dings. The media buving learned of this started up an appeal for funds
for Mother Seacole, the hervine of the Crimea, due to her impoverished slate alter having
helped so many British servicemen.

Mary cventually received a commendation from Queen
Viclewia, also the French Legion of Hunowr, the British Crimea
Medal and bar, and the Turkish Medjidic. She also later received
the Jamaican Order of Kenl.

There were several festivities held (o raise money for bMary,
all very well allenced, particalarly by members of the services
whom she bad norsed back o health. Ome persen in particular
never appearsd, and Tl was the Mightingale person who hersell was acclaimed the heroine of
the Crimea, but althoush she may have been the “lady of the lamp” Mary wias without a doub
the ¥other figure with the heuling bands,

1 In 1837, Mary wrote a short autobiogeaphy entitled  Wondergif
Adventures of Mrs Seacole in Many Lands. She
had taken up residenee in Londun, where she died
ab ber homwe ol 3 Cambridge Street, Paddington,
on the 17" Muy 1881 and in accordance with her
wizshes she was buried in the Catholic comelery in
Kensal Rise,  1-1
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