REYV. HARRIS ISAACS OF SOUTH
AFRICA

Rabhi Zaiden tells the story befurd an item of postal stationesy
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his one  penny  pustal
stationery card s illustrated
on the back with a large
picture of Rev H o Isaacs,
Winister of the New Synapogue in
full canomicals wgether with a view of the Interior ol the New Synagnaue.
Rev, Harris Isaacs was bom in London in 1560, He marricd Bella in Looden and they werc
marricd for over 30 vears.

In a most beautilul bandwriting Rev Harris records his early positions in London in a
diary. He states that be gave "3, Holz Hag. of 73 Greenwood Road Dalston i Lendomny sturting
August 30th Manday 1886 at £2.2.0 per quarter. Three lessuns weekly, Payment due Sth
Kept”. These are a few of these lessens and T presome thal they ane to young boys prior Lo Lheir
Bar Mitzvah, The lud would have to be proficient in Hebrew and to recite his portion from the
Bible (Torah). Incidentally my wife would walk past Cireenwood Road on her way to primary
School some M) years later.

Rev. lzaacs records thut 1 “accepred post of Teacher and Assistant Keader to the Soulh
Hackney Synagopne o 30th Scpl 1384 a1 a salary of £25 per annum™, Harris 1saacs was also o
teacher in Jews Callege. London,

The Grigualsnd Hebrew Congregation in Kimberley n the Cape Province Sowth Alrica
hacl been without a minister for many years. From time 1o lme some person more or Jess
suituble woitld conduct the service., There is on record an unscrupulous self-styled rabbi,
engaged in Lhe earlier years of the compunity’s existence. who hud w be dismissed for
behaviour not becoming his profession, and who revenged himself by sitting at the door ot his
lin babitation near the synugogoe and publicly descerating the Day of Atonement by culing
forbidden foods in the sight of the congregation, while he jeered al the worshippers.
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The congregation turned out en masse o greer their new mmdster upon his arrival in
Kimbherley, South Africa, in 1890 with a three years contrael, reported the fewish Chronicle
from Lonelon, He was also to serve on the Kimberley School Board.

In Junuary 1393 he was appointed Minister of the Park Synagoeue, Jolumnesburg, in Lhe
Transvaal Republic, South Afvica, He sucveeded Rev, Po Waollers, theic first minister, who left
fer g doe Barberton,

In 1888 the Wirwatersrand Helwew Congrepation was founded in Johunnesburg, Due o
the dissatisfaction with the modernist and refurm lendencies of the mindster, # split oceurred In
the community and the Johannesbure Hebrew  Copgrogation was  formed. The  two
congregations would join together in hay 1915 to form the United Hebrew Congresations
Wolmarands Street, Johannesburg. 1f must be remembersd that vne half of the congregation
wis predorminantly BEnglish Jews while the other was JTews of German extraction.

Meanwhile, the Johannesbure Hebrew Congregation or Park Synagosue was opencd
with much pomp by President Paol Kroger on 15 Seplerober [B92. 1 is stated in the Standeard
& Digpers News (16 Sepl. 1892) lhat Prosident Kruger was met ot Orange Grove by a
detochment of the Stuats Artillerde and escorted o town. Hyvman Meorris, President of the
Congregation weleomecd Krnger. In his address President Kruger told the assembly that the
“lews were the Lonl’s Chuler Verbomed (Cld Testument) and that they belicved in their religion
us much as he did his.” Upon cntering the synagogue Paul Kroger remaved his top bal claiming
thut when he enters God's house he abways removes his hat, Were there a few red fices.

There are a mumber of stories, maybe myths, of the opening of this building. Tt 35 claimed
that President Kruger, a very religiows mun, stated that T “open this building in the name of owr
Cronal Jesus Christ,” T is wlso elaimed that when the comumunicy sent a delegation led by Bension
Aaron to President Kruger to obtain land to buikl the synapogue, be only gave hall an erl
stating that when they accept the otber hall of the Bible T will give them the ather balt of Jand.
Four stunds (Nos, 99-102) at the corner of Toubert and De Villiers streets facing the Park
Station were obtained. The huilding cost £4, 300

A hird congregation was opened by Rev Harris Tssacs that was formed by Jews from
Lithuania uod Russia in Fox Street. Jobannesburg in 1893

There weas continued friction hetween the Boers and the Uitlanders especially as they
welre considerad alien 1o the British, The Bridsh instigoted the Jameson Raid attack oo the
Tramsvaal (south Alrica Republic) in 1896, The lewders of the Jewish conmunity tried to
remain neutral and not get invalved in the political problems, Against this background Rev
Harris lsaacs was called to a general meeting in Febroary 896 1o explain why he had seot £100
rer the Reliel Coounittes: ol the relomovrs, Bsuacs recalled that during the erisis o oumber of
Jewish familics hod had to seek public aid. When he noticed that a Reliet Fund bad been started,
he sent a contribution an behalt of the congresation; and this coabled them o gel Tood Tor
o 10w 30 destitute Tunnlics. Ooly Tater, when the government set up its o Relief Fund,
il he realized the real facts: so he decided to sendd o similar sum oo the government s fund.
The Chairman and the Commities accepied s explanation.

During TRYT represeniation wis made @ the sovernment about special disabalities for
Jewes by an dleputation amooe whom was Bey, H [saacs,

For o poeriod he had acted as Principal, free of remuneration, a1 the lewish Schoal
Tohsnneshurg. During his tine in Jehannestirg he was elected Treasurer and Chaplin 1o the
Jewish Laals Brigaade, o youlh movement epen W boys between the ages of 12 and 17,

Afler the wrival in Johannesburg of Rabbi De J Hertz, fuoore Chiet Ralshi of 1he United
Hebrew Congregations of the British Empire. Rev Huris Isuaes resigned and returned o
Kirmberley, A proomd Lrewell was given W Rev [saacs on [4th Jan 1599 in the Jewish Schoal an
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his departure for Kimberley, He had served in JTobanneshurg for 0 yvears, was well liked, had an
cxcellent service record and i was hoped that he would retuen. He was presented with
testimonials by the New Hebrew Congregation, Jowish School, Jewish Men™s Working Club,
Fionist Pederation, Hebrew Benevolent Society and many others.

He wus suceceded by Rev Dovid Wasserzug and Dr. I L. Landaw, Commenting on his
departure, the Sramdard and Digpers News stated tha this is the prool thatl his previows
congregation held him in such greal confidence and esteem as to offer him his former position.

Rew, Isases relurned o Kimberley i 39 and remained in this position until he retired in
April 1927, He was a member ol the Kimberley School Board and filled the position of viee
Chairman fromy 1906 to 1927 with distinetion. The Chairman stated b a memorial mesting that
Rev Isancs had worked hard to establish satisfactory buildings for the wse of all ul school, He
il ailsin been o iriend of the youth and poor and bad ne enemies. Rey Harris had taken a keen
intcrest in the Prisoncrs’ Add Associgtion and Kinberley Hospital, During the Hoer War Siepe
of Kimberley be was mentioned in dispatches.

“A prince of Lsrael has gone™ is how the death of Rev Harris Tsascs in Simonstown
Hospital on Sunday May 19, 1935 was announced in Kimberly. e was remembered by the
Prigonends Fields Advertiser as a person who had taken great interest in wellare of the residenm s
of Kimberley, His many deeds of kindness during his 43 vears in the residence in the Diamond
Ficlds were recalled. Both Rev, Hurrds and Bella 1sapcs were members of a number of
charitable organisations in Kimberley,

A number of yvears apo 1 visited Klerksdorp, and met a gentleman called Hamis Tsaacs
wh told me that he was pamed affer lis grandfather the Rev Harris [saacs. He was also kind
enough o give me o photocopy of his prandlather’s diary, This small book gives some of the
information  menticned above. As Reyv Tsoacs was a mohel (a0 Rabbi who perlormed
circlmeision on Jewish boys at the age of 8 davs) there are 47 pages rccording all the
circumeisions that he performed botween 1907 and 1915, He travelled as Tar as De Aar and
Vryberg, Blocmbof and Tawngs. He records the English and Hebrew dates o birth, the English
and Mebrew naone of the boy and bis father, the date of the circumeision (in Hebrew and
Coglish) und the ploce where it look place. There are family names that are known like Zoley,
Skok, Durbach and Shein to name bt g few,

RFev, Harris Tsascs was survived by his wife, Bella, (died 1937, seven sons and thres
daughters. His daughters were Mrs. Julius Sacks and biss Buby Isanes whe lived in Kimberley;
Mrs Ethel Yudelman (died 1936 who Fved in Cape Tewn. His sons were Mr Lennard Tsaacs
of Lomdon; Mr. Henry Isaacs [rom Juhunoesbury; bMe Sevinour [saacs and Mre Robert [saacs
from Dwrban; Mr Solly Tsaacs and Mr Philip Isaucs of Cupe Town and Mr David Tsaacs of

Beira, Narris also hagd a brother Sam of Johannashirs. I
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ONE THEME - MANY THEMES

Trevor Frav rackies o theme wirk wiche manifications
ta roush estmate, there must be 1500 ditferent people who were £ ane Freemasons
who are depicted on the world's postage stamps (some of them many times from
yarious countries],

The collcetor of the Masonic theme, therefore, shares their choiee ol stamps with
other collectors, whicheyer country or theme that they collect, and it is most likely that withow
their knewledge they have Freemassons looking oul al them from their album pages; and of
course, the oumbers are being acdeded to with cach years” stamp issues.

With this in mind. some of you may like to bave this bit of informalion te add 1o your
biographical wrice-up of the individuals portrayed i vour collections. To share this with vou,
list twemnty themes und sonse of 1he people applicable. Muny ol those listed could alse apply to
other themes too, e four of the astronaut s listed were also boy scouts.

Should you require further details about uny of the individuals in the lise for write-up
purpeses, such us name of ledge, date joined cte. T ean lel yow know, if included on my tile,
mast are. | leave my contuel details at the end of this article.

Sone sowvenic and miniatare sheets as well oy single stmps depict maore than one persan in
the seene, o un other stamps in the sheet, that apply o the same theme, a nice homis,

In acddition to people sppewring oun the stoop, many stamps can be associaled with the
Mausopic heme: for instance the Fenny Bluck was princad by Jacoh Perking firm. he was a
Frecmason: the Cape Triangular stamps were designed by o Freemuson Tristan da Cunba Tuos
never had a Masopie Lodge on the Dslad, vet the official F0C. for the "lile and Lmes ol
William CHass” ser depict his headstone with the square and compass symbol engraved on It
because bhe joined o lodge during his service in the Cape.

Sorry. but i yvou collect stoops, you just cannot get away from these Masons,

ACTORS OF FILM, STAGE ENTERTATNMENT INCUDING
MAGICIANS, COMPOSERS AND SINGERS
William  “Bud"”  Abbow, Roy O Acull
BUSLILE AL S EVIHOUSI IR, 11920 20 Richarl (Fddyy  Arncdd, Gene  Autry,
William “count™ Busie, Wallace Teery,
. George Anton Benda, Ievin Berling Jumes
car H O Blake, Wojciech Hogoslowski, Karl H
Bohm, Bermurd Bresslaw, Joe [ Brown,
Chester A Borpett, Eddic Cantor, Thomas
17 Cowper, Hary Corbett, Jules Cowles,
Domald Crisp. Cecil B [3e Mille, Richard
lis, ouglas Fairbanks., Clok Guble.
(Hiver Hardy, Harry Houdind, Charles G
{Buck) Jones, Harry Keller, B Koelly,
Huarold Llowd, Tom Mix, Bobern A Monkbouse, Audic Muorphy, Miccolo Piccing, Chips
Faltiarty, Paul Robeson, Timmy Rodgers, Roy Rogers, Peler Sellers, Richard B (Red) Skelton,
Huweurd Thurston, Richard Tucker, John Wayne, Karl A Wellach and Eebain Wy,
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ARTISTS - PAINTERS

Thomus Cole, Christopher Wilkelm Hekersberg, Bugene Fromentin, Francisco ¥ Goya, Juan
Ciris

ASTRONAUTS

Edwin E Aldrin {also o boy scoot), Neil Armstrong
{also 2 boy scout), Leroy G Cooper, Don F Eisele, Jobn
H Glenn (ulso a boy scouth, Wirgil 1 Grissom, Edgar
Mitchell, Waler & Schirra, (alko a boy scoul) and
Thomas B Stafford,

B AR & ETRERAL TS

AUTHORS (LITERARY) AND JOURNALISTS
Francisce Acuna de Figuerow, Alltedo Alexander —
Joecdon, Juramillo Alvarade, Amos Andeson, Jose G
Burrencchea, Francisco Bilbao, Manue] Bocuge, Tumes
Brown {alsn a politician), Roberl Burns, Samuel L
Clemens  (Mark Twuin). Sic Acthur © Dayle {(also
nezhicine), Herman Fried calso a Nabel Prize recipient),
Maxim Corky, Berphard [ngeman. Ferene Kazincry,
Ruclyard Kipling {alse o Nobel Prize recipient), Joseph
Perkonig, Teramills Pio {also o politiciun), Sic Walter
Scott, and Anthony Trallop,

AYIATORS
Sir Arthur W Brown, Ramon B France (alse o politician), Charles A Lindbergh, Reginald
Mitchell (alen military), Bolwurd ¥ Rickenbacker (also militaey).

LENGINEERS
Sir Sanlerd Fleming, Octave Chanute, John L Mo Adam and Frantisck Krizik.

EXPLORERS
Joseph Banks, Sir Richad Burlen, Richard E Byrd, William Clark, Meriwether Lewis, Robert
E Peary, Robert F Scott and Ernest H Shacklcton,

FIREMAN AND LIONS INTERNATIONAL
Juse M Clars; Edward G Barey and Melvin Jones

M EDICINE
Dedaime F Clua, Sir Edward Dunlop, Sir Alexander Fleming (als o Nobel Prize recipient),
Catuline Gavino, Edward Tenner, Iir. Crawtord Long and Sir Seville Howse.

MILITARY

TETER BOBNSON {16591

Feser Rasiscn e he s o inth,ne Omuar N Bradley, Ravmon Castilla
marching ttouugh the Falklond blands wihohe oo and Peter Robinson
Flz, 1 1R Knowwmas the Y ok 20r™ he s plciured

on this Gie rzey slamp iss2ed 1 commemanle the

25 anniveraicy ol tee Bele e e Falkins,

1z way iniilatit on 29 Jazuary 1987, paesd 4
anuary 1983, ured rwised 7 Wwcin |9EE; |y veps

walal il WM in Divaanber 1990, in Lodge: 57 John
nie TG, Fiymoudh. He rzsipned @o D956 g e won
iRy mary oM e Leen

o
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MOTOR CYCLES AND MOTORING
Joseph Dunlop; Henry Ford und Donald Campbell

POLITICANS
Sir Winston Churchill, (Mabel Prize winner, Artist, Journalist erch Davy Crocket, (of Alamn
Lume). Thomas © Dooglus, Sic Pheroeeshab behti und Robert G Menzics.

ROTARY
Paul Harris, Williane lenson, Khalid Khan, Elarey Lo Ruggles, Silvester Shiele, Amu Shah.
Both Khan and Shah are depicted on Tanzania 5052433, left and centre respectively.

ROYALTY

There ure i muny Rowvul Masons [or me w list in the space weuiluble, so 1 just list British
Monarchs, who reigned after the formation of the United Grand Lodge of England.

George 4", William 4", Fdward 7', Edward 8" and George 6"

SPORT

Domald Bradman, Colin Cowdrey, Juck Dempsey, Len Hutten, Sir Thonuws Lipton, “sugar™ Ray
Eobinson and Brian T Stacham.

There are many more including LS. Baseball players, see my nodes al the end,

U.S. PRESIDENTS

Greorge Washington, James Mooroe Andrew Tackson, Tames K Polk, James Buchanan, Andrew
Johnson, JTames A Garfiekl, William Me Kinley, Theodore Roosevell, Williaom 11 Talt, Warren
G Harding, Franklin D Boosevell. Hurey 5 Tromun and Gerald B Ford,

Mote: i your country or theme is ool mentioned, or fuctber nfoomation is required, please
vontact me. Trevor Fray, 76 Muerrivale Road. Beucon Park, Plymouath PLZ 2ZEP. 01732-
550244 ¢ mail ofray @talktalk.nct And the Masonic Philaelic Chab s at

hitepeAweaow. masonicphilatelicelub.org. uks
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